NEW SERIES ON THE LAST THINGS 


Beginning in this issue — WHAT HAPPENS 


ther 
Witnes 


JANUARY 28, 1958 


When the bamboo home of Mrs. Cabaneros 
was about to collapse, fellow members of 
Christ Lutheran Church, Cagayan de Ora, 
Philippines, built her a new house. She posts 
the Gospel story in pictures by the doorway. 
Missionary Herman R. Mayer, left. See 
page 12. 
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Complete Nervous Breakdown Guaranteed 
By E. J. OTTO 


THE FuROR has tapered off after Life 
magazine published an article on why 
pastors have nervous breakdowns. 

The reasons why people — including 
pastors — have breakdowns are many. 
Some of these reasons have nothing to 
do with a pastor’s or any Christian’s 
personal Christianity. (This is implied 
at times, if not said.) 

Give me the most devout and con- 
secrated pastor you know; if he'll fol- 
low directions, we can guarantee a com- 
plete collapse within three months. 


ALMOST ANY NUMBER Of things will 
help him rapidly down the skids. I'll 
mention just a few... . 

If we want to help our man down- 
hill, give him and his congregation 
a passion for success. America has 
“success” on the brain until it has 
warped us all out of shape. 

When I lived in Omaha and visitors 
came to town, we had to show them 
the stockyards. Weren’t they the big- 
gest in the world? It mattered little 
that all you could see was acres and 
acres of board pens for cattle, sheep, 
and hogs. It didn’t matter either that 
the stench was ofttimes unbearable. 
Omaha had the biggest stockyards in 
the world! 

People from out of town are shown 
the biggest and grandest house in the 
city. It makes little difference that it 
was built with unrighteous money and 
its chambers with crooked profits. All 
that counts is: this is the biggest! 


SuccEss to America means building 
higher, flying faster, producing more 
automobiles per hour, pouring more 
steel per day, etc., etc., than any other 
nation. 

Take the Russian Sputnik, for ex- 
ample. The United States hasn’t been 
humbled. We’ve only been humiliated. 

That’s what I mean by a “passion 
for success.” 


TuIs has infected many churches. 
When a church has no pastor, the pul- 
pit committee (somehow I don’t even 
like the name) or board or voters’ 
assembly starts looking. For what? 
A “live wire.” A “go-getter.” Some- 
body “who gets things done.” Someone 
who “will get a bunch of new mem- 
bers.” A pastor “who will put our 
church on the map.” 

So the pastor is pushed into building 
a business instead of the Kingdom. 
He is driven to be a promoter instead 
of a shepherd of souls. If you don’t 


believe it, read the accounts when; 
a pastor comes to a congregation. 

It is said of him: “We are veryy 
fortunate to have so-and-so accept our 
call. At Podunkville he doubled theg 
membership in three years, he served 
on such and such civic committees, heg 
built a parish hall where 500 peopleg 
can eat oyster stew at one time.” 

His merit is measured in chicken 
suppers rather than souls. 


SECONDLY, if you want this pastor 
to travel downhill to a breakdown even 
faster, infect him with this same made-: 
in-America passion for “success.” 

Get him to forget that getting thee 
Word into hearts and lives of peoples 
is his real job. 

Get him promoting, pushing, enlarg- 
ing, doubling. 

Let him develop a blind spot to the 
fact that the Holy Spirit does not 
operate a production line or conver 
on a quota basis. 

Make him forget that it is possible¢ 
to add names to the organization’s: 
roster without writing them in the Bookk 
of Life. 

Do these things, and soon he'll beg 
“shook up” and “clutched.” 


Now A THIRD thing we can do tog 
help the pastor into collapse: Some- 
times it’s an offshoot of the seconde 
point, but not always: It is the matter 
of “serving tables.” 

When the apostles were gettings 
fouled up in the job of daily food dis+ 
tribution, they quickly elected seven 
men so that they could give themselves: 
to the Word and prayer. 

I'll confess that I haven’t solved this 
problem to my own satisfaction. Partly 
it lies with the congregation, partlyy 
with the pastor. I find it hard to dele 
gate authority. It’s a real task to learm 
not to do some things. 


A PART OF THE FAULT, I said, lies 
with congregations. Strange to say. 
some businessmen who wouldn’t think 
of doing without a secretary (or two) 
will not make any move to provided 
secretarial help even in a medium-sized 
church. | 

Such a church is big enough to have 
plenty detail work, but often not bigs 
enough to engage or employ a full-timet 
congregational secretary. 

But for the sake of the congregatiot 
and the pastor, the problem must 
solved. 


Central Illinois District Edition 


a 


ivi ‘News of the Church in the World 


Peber. 31. 


Lay Leader 
Dies in Seattle 


Adolph Karl Engel, 81, treasurer of 
_ Synod’s Northwest District for more 
than 45 years, died in Seattle, Decem- 
Elected in June 1912, he held 


the office until his death. Probably 


A 


no other man in 
Synod has ex- 
ceeded Mr. Engel’s 
length of service as 
treasurer of a Dis- 
trict. 

After his grad- 
uation from the 
St. Louis seminary 
he was ordained at 
ucesNebrads99: 
Because of throat 
trouble he resigned 
from the ministry 
the following year. 

Arriving in Se- 


A. K. Engel 


1 attle about 1905, he joined Trinity 


Church. In 1918 he, his wife, and 


_ daughter Vera, with a group of other 
_ members from Trinity, became charter 
members of a new mission in West 


Seattle, which organized Hope Congre- 


gation. 
From this church his funeral service 
was conducted on January 4; his pas- 


- 


tor, Rev. Emil G. Jaech, and President 
Carl H. Bensene of the Northwest Dis- 
Ptrict officiated. Interment was in For- 


est Lawn Cemetery, Seattle. 


Besides serving on several synodical 


committees, Mr. Engel was a member 
Z of the Lutheran Laymen’s League from 


a 


bo Born in Hanover, 


4 


_its beginning and attended its first con- 


ee 


vention in Detroit, 1920. 


& After his retirement as auditor for 


_ the Great Northern and Northern Pa- 
cific railways, he devoted all of his 
time to the church’s work. 

Pa., August 6, 
1876, he was one of five sons of 
_ Adolph and Margaretha Engel. His 
father was both a minister and a doc- 


tor of medicine. 


former Alma Fedder, 


Surviving Mr. Engel are his wife, the 
of Hammond, 


—Ind., whom he married in 1909, and 


- 


his daughter, Mrs. Victor Heck of 
Macon, Ga. 


Adolph Engel was confirmed at Cov- 


ington, Ill. In 1896 he was graduated 
_ from Concordia College, Milwaukee. 


ome 
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Merger Groups Receive 
Doctrinal Statement 


“The Word of God and the Confes- 
sions,” a preliminary doctrinal state- 
ment being used in formulating the 
doctrinal basis of the proposed merger 
of four Lutheran bodies, was approved 
by their representatives meeting at Chi- 
cago in December. 

The statement, prepared by the Com- 
mittee on Doctrine and Living Tradi- 
tion, headed by Dr. Karl E. Mattson, 
president of Augustana Theological 
Seminary, Rock Island, was presented 
to the Joint Commission on Lutheran 
Unity of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, Augustana Lutheran 
Church, Suomi Synod, and American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The 46 commissioners approved rec- 
ommendations that the church secretary 
be a minister, elected by the general 
church body and serving full time. 

Preliminary approval was given a 
plan providing minimum pensions of 
$1,500 for ministers and missionaries 
of the four merging churches who re- 
tired as of June 30, 1956, and a mini- 
mum annual pension of $750 for eligi- 
ble widows. Pastors retiring after that 


LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR RE- 


DEEMER, Cushing, Okla., was ded- 
icated in 1956. In addition to the 
chancel and the nave, seating 200, the 
unit houses a social hall, which may be 
divided by folding doors into six Sun- 
day school rooms; gallery for organ, 
choir, and two additional Sunday school 
rooms; office; pastor's ‘study; and 
kitchen. Total cost, including all fur- 
nishings, was $69,000. Rev. Wilbur H. 
Becker is the pastor. 
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date would receive $900 minimum an- 
nual pensions; widows, $450. 

At the Joint Commission on Lutheran 
Unity’s next meeting in Chicago, 
March 20—22, the group will vote on 
“a meeting of fellowship” with all other 
Lutheran bodies in North America, in- 
cluding the eight bodies in the National 
Lutheran Council, the Missouri Synod, 
and the Synodical Conference. 


Anti-Red Bishop Ordass 
Ousted by Communists 


The Communist regime of Premier 
Janos Kadar in Hungary has demanded 
recognition of Lajos Veto as presiding 
bishop of the Lutheran Church of Hun- 
gary, a position held by Bishop Lajos 
Ordass. 

Elected first vice-president of the 
Lutheran World Federation last year, 
Bishop Ordass had spent two years in 
prison and six years under virtual house 
arrest before the Communists rehabili- 
tated him last fall. The presidium of the 
General Synod had reinstated him as 
presiding bishop. 

The Evangelikus Elet, weekly peri- 
odical of the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church, omitted Bishop Ordass’ name 
as editor in the Dec. 15 issue, reporting 
the Communist government’s action to 
place state-approved churchmen in ma- 
jor Lutheran offices. 

Bishop Veto, the Dec. 15 issue an- 
nounced, was also reinstated as head 
of the Northern District, a post he re- 
signed under pressure of the church 
at the height of the short-lived and 
bloody Hungarian revolt. 

As district head, Veto replaces Bishop 
Zoltan Turoczy, elected by congrega- 
tions of the district in January 1957. 

The Lutheran World Federation has 
asked the Kadar government to cancel 


its action restoring Communist-ap- 
proved leaders to Lutheran church 
offices. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover de- 
clared that Janos Horvath, head of the 
Hungarian State Office for Church Af- 
fairs, “could not have chosen a more 
effective way of spreading suspicion 
against his state . . . than he has done 
in the unlawful action against a man 
like Bishop Ordass, who is held in ex- 
ceptionally high esteem all over the 
world.” 


News of the Church in the World 


i‘ 
a 


NINE OF 10 SONS OF CONCORDIA CHURCH, KIRKWOOD, MO., are 
studying at St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., and one at River Forest Teachers 
College. “Five young people now attending Lutheran High School in St. Louis 
intend to become pastors or teachers,” writes Rev. Walter F. Fisher, pastor. “In 
the congregation’s 83 years it has contributed only one pastor and no teachers. 
We hope that from now on we will supply a steady stream of our young men and 


women for full-time church work.” 


L.—1.: Gary House, Donald Gayer, Quinten Almstedt, Walter Schmidt, Robert Fiala, Pastor Fisher, 
Rey. Henry A. Fisher (assistant pastor), William Wolbrecht, Henry Rowald, Charles Tieman, Ronald 


Hoehne, William Hoehne. 


East German Pastors 
Ordered to Stay at Posts 


The Evangelical Church in Germany 
has issued direct orders to its 5,500 
pastors in the East Zone to stay with 
their congregations — even at the risk 
of personal safety. 

The disciplinary action is necessary, 
a spokesman for the church said, be- 
cause parishioners “must be able to 
rely on their pastors” and East Zone 
Christians must have pastoral leadership 
for encouragement to resist the atheistic 
youth-dedication rites, the counterpart 
of Christian confirmation and_ first 
Communion. 

The order came as there was indica- 
tion that the latest maneuver in the 
Soviet cold war — direct attack against 
individual clergymen — may more suc- 
cessfully undermine the  church’s 
strength than the Soviet’s previous open 
assault upon the church itself. 

An estimated 20 pastors under sus- 
picion for alleged antistate propaganda 
have fled to the West. Another 150 are 
reported to have asked for reassignment 
outside the satellite nation. 

In an effort to stem the tide, the 
church announced it has instituted dis- 
ciplinary action against two pastors who 
fled the East Zone without the consent 
of their superiors. The pastors are 
bound by their ordination vows to re- 
main with their congregations. 

These two pastors— Hans Gerber 
of Ruhlsdorf near Bernau and Erich 
Rommel of Prenden — claim they left 
the East Zone after learning they had 
been marked for arrest for denouncing 
Communist youth-dedication ceremo- 


4 


nies. Both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic authorities in the Soviet Zone 
have warned parents against enrolling 
their children in Communist youth cere- 
monies. 

The two pastors reportedly rejected 
a church suggestion that they retract 
their applications for recognition as po- 
litical refugees in West Berlin and re- 
turn to their parishes. 

Protestant students at universities 
were also reported being subjected to 
increasing pressure because of religious 
loyalty. These students were threatened 
with loss of scholarships, exclusion 
from examinations, and even ouster 
from the universities. Communist 
authorities warned some students that 
they would not be admitted to teaching 
careers unless they disavowed their 
Christian faith. 


United Lutherans Set 
Membership Record 


The United Lutheran Church in 
America reached a baptized member- 
ship of 2,335,352 in 1956, the largest 
Lutheran body in North America re- 
ported in its 1958 yearbook. 

The increase in members was 64,650, 
or 2.85% over the previous year. 

The number of pastors on church 
rolls gained 124 to form an aggregate 
of 4,514; congregations totaled 4,447, 
compared with 4,383 the previous year. 

Expenditures of the 4,447 congrega- 
tions — including congregational ex- 
penses, unapportioned and _ appor- 
tioned benevolence — increased from 
$83,072,252 in 1955 to $93,321,223 
for 1956, 
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Heading the numerical list in parish 
size is St. John’s Church, Des Moines 
Iowa, with 6,053 baptized members. 

The Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
largest of the 32 synods of the ULCA, 
has 380,461 baptized members. 


Pastor’s Widow Taught 
School Until She Was 77 


Augusta C. Mensing, widow of Rey. 
Henry Dietrich Mensing and teachet 
in Lutheran parochial schools, spent 
her 80th birthday in a wheel chair last 
November. 

She recalls her happy days as a mis- 
sionary’s wife in Australia (1904 te 
1915) and as a pastor’s wife in the 
U. S. (Wentzville, Mo., 1915—1920: 
Fort Smith, Ark., 1920—1923); the 
days when her husband was a profes- 
sor at Fort Wayne, 1923—1928, and 
a city missionary in Baltimore from 
1928 until the time of his death in 1940. 

Among her reminiscences are the 
many years — before her marriage and 
after Pastor Mensing’s death — in 
which she taught in Lutheran schools 
in St. Joseph, Mich., and Chicago. 

A guest at the president’s dinner at 
the River Forest Teachers College, she 
learned that one of her former pupils 
was the mother of Pres. M. L. Koehneke. 

Despite retirement and a wheel chair. 
she keeps busy writing Bible stories for 
children and tutoring. : 

Two sons, two daughters, two grand. 
daughters, and two grandsons are in 
the service of the church. 


s 
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_ Biblical Archaeology 
Makes Progress 


Biblical archaeology in the Holy 
Land is “one of the few sciences that 
can challenge the record of nuclear 
physics for spectacular progress in the 
world today,” states a news release of 
the National Geographic Society. 

_ “Each year, as archaeologists spade 
up more and more relics from tombs, 
temples, and buried cities of the Near 
East, the picture of life in Biblical 
times becomes clearer,” the society 
said. 

_ The release cited an article in the 
December National Geographic Maga- 
zine by Dr. George Ernest Wright, pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, who 
tells how “deduction from artifacts and 
fragments of history helps corroborate 
some of the Bible’s most stirring 
“narratives.” 

Fe: “In our time archaeologists have re- 
“discovered the Near East,” Dr. Wright 
“states. “Their trowels have unearthed 
‘the ruins of ancient civilizations whose 
‘hames ring thrillingly to the ear — 
Assyria, Babylonia, and Ur of the Chal- 
‘dees. Such Biblical sites as Jericho, 
‘Hazor, Tirzah, Shechem, and Gibeon 
are giving up their SeGiets am 

2 Last summer Dr. Wright directed 
“excavations sponsored by McCormick 
‘Seminary and Drew Theological Semi- 
“nary, Madison, N. J., at the site of 
-Shechem, the old Canaanite city north 
of Jerusalem. 

“It is hoped the findings will estab- 
lish a firm chronology in the history of 
a settlement associated with Abraham, 
acob, and Jesus,” the National Geo- 
graphic release said. 
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_ Hungarian Government 
-Decorates Archbishop 


_ 


In a ceremony at Budapest’s parlia- 
ment building, Hungary’s president 
stvan Dobi invested Archbishop Jo- 
‘seph Grosz of Kalocsa, acting head of 
the Hungarian Bench of Roman Caiho- 
lic Bishops, with the Order of the 
anner, Second Class, on the occasion 
his 70th birthday. 
_ The award was given, the citation 
“said, “for services rendered in peace 
Ovements and in relations between 
urch and state.” 
The announcement omitted the word 
& in publicizing the decoration. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty, head 
of the Bench of Bishops, has taken 
asylum in the American Legation at 
Budapest since November 1956, when 
Soviet troops re-entered the city to 
crush the abortive revolt. 


IMC Announces Fund 
To Train Native Clergy 


The assembly of the International 
Missionary Council, meeting in Achi- 
moto, Ghana, announced the creation 
of a $4,000,000 theological education 
fund to train native clergymen in mis- 
sionary areas where IMC churches are 
becoming autonomous. 

A gift of $2,000,000 from John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., to the IMC for this 
purpose was contingent upon the for- 
eign missions boards of eight denomina- 
tions pledging a similar amount. 

Boards of the following denomina- 
tions guaranteed to raise their share of 
the fund over a period of five years: 
The Methodist Church, the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, the American 
Baptist Convention, the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, the Con- 
gregational Christian Churches, the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

Africa, Asia, and Latin America are 
the areas in which the funds will be 
available, said Dr. Charles W. Ranson 
of New York, IMC’s general secretary. 


$400,000 Gift to 
Texas Baptists 


Businessman F. E. Gardner of Cle- 
burne, Tex., has donated $400,000 to 
the Texas Baptist Foundation, accord- 
ing to a report from Dallas. 

Income from the gift will accumulate 
until Mr. Gardner’s death, when the 
fund will be used to endow Texas Bap- 
tist schools, hospitals, and benevolent 
homes. 

The 69-year-old Texan, a member of 
First Baptist Church in Cleburne, gave 
$200,000 to the foundation in 1953. 

His wife recently donated property 
worth $200,000 to Abilene Christian 
College. Mrs. Gardner, blind for 20 
years, is affiliated with Cleburne’s 
Church of Christ. 

The Gardners estimate that their gifts 
have totaled $1,000,000 in cash and 


property. 
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REV. AND UMRS- 2 ES EX GRIESSE 
and their four-year-old son Mark re- 
turn to the U.S. from Cherpalcheri, 
South India, where Pastor Griesse has 
served Synod’s mission since 1945. 
They will attend classes at the St. Louis 
seminary, visit the missionary’s parents, 
Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Griesse in Kear- 
ney, Nebr., and tell the story of the 
church in India to congregational 
groups. The missionary’s wife is the 
former Florine Eastman of Alton, IIl. 


Book Stirs Doctrinal 
Dispute in Denmark 


A new book published in Copen- 
hagen has touched off a_ spirited 
discussion in the Danish Parliament 
(Folketing) on the rights of a bishop of 
the Danish Lutheran Church to take 
action against a clergyman whose 
preaching appears contrary to the con- 
fessions of the church. 

In Religion and Morality the author, 
Rey. Poul Kalmeyer, attempts to refute 
the idea of Jesus’ vicarious suffering on 
the ground that it is contrary to Christ’s 
own teaching and leaves no room for 
any “real moral effort.” 

The concept of salvation by grace 
through faith alone, a basic doctrine of 
Lutheranism, Author Kalmeyer classi- 
fies as “wrong,” “irresponsible,” and 
“nothing short of a crime.’ 

Bishop Halfdan Hogsbro called upon 
Pastor Kalmeyer either to revoke his 
views or to resign from his pastorate 
because of the conflict between his 
statements and the church’s position. 

During discussion in parliamentary 
sessions, the Minister of Church Affairs 
supported Bishop Hogsbro as having 
“both the right and the duty to examine 
and refute views that do not agree with 
the doctrine of the national church.” 


The News in Pictures 


Seated: Mrs. Ferdinand Zeitz, 88, who gave 
the $8,000 window as a memorial to her late 
husband. She has been a member of Trinity 
since 1901, 


Standing, 1. —r.: E. Peyer, chairman, building 
committee; W. Mehrings, chairman, board of 
trustees; F. Mehrings, chairman, congregation; 
Rev. Paul G. Lessman, pastor. 
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“The Living Christ Window” 


Trinity ‘Lutheran Church, 
Peoria, Ill., observed the cen- 
tennial year of the congregation 
and school last fall. The repair- 
ing, redecorating, and remodel- 
ing of the sanctuary and the 
unveiling of the 27-foot-tall 
stainéd-glass window were the 
first steps in the congregation’s 
$300,000 expansion and im- 
provement program. 

The window's central panel 
portrays Christ the King. Sub- 
ordinate panels show His birth, 
baptism, crucifixion, and resur- 
rection. The predominating 
color of the stained glass is blue, 
with reds, greens, and yellows. 


Briefly Told 


@ For Aged. The estate of Naon 
B. Bays of Tulsa has listed the Okt: 
homa District as recipient of $10,65 
for caring for aged persons. At her r 
quest, Rev. Clarence Knippa of Grac 
Church ministered to Mrs. Bays pric 
to a surgical operation. She was bag 
tized only two weeks before her death 


@ Dean. Dr. Robert F. Roemin; 
member of Our Redeemer Luthera 
Church, Wauwatosa, was appointed ac’ 
ing dean of the College of Letters an 
Science, U. of Wisconsin — Milwauke 
He has an M. A. in Italian; Ph. D. i 
French. 


@ Students to Meet. On the week 
end of Feb. 13—15 the Lutheran Stu 
dent Government Conference will hol 
its annual meeting in Austin, Tex. 


@ Bonus. Each of the 13 clergyme: 
in Keene, N. H., received a Christma 
check of $17.86 as a result of a com 
munity action taken 170 years ago. Th 
villagers set aside a 56-acre tract of lan 
to provide firewood for local ministers 
In 1954 a storm leveled the timber ©: 
the land, and the wood was sold. Pro 
ceeds from the sale plus income fron 
power lines crossing the property noy 
provide a yearly bonus for the pastors 


@ Baptized. Mr. and Mrs. Noa 
Bennett, aged 76 and 72, were baptize 
at Bozeman, Mont., by Rev. O. F. Wag 
ner. The couple, attending the pastor’ 
class, requested Baptism when Mr: 
Bennett was hospitalized. They are noy 
continuing their work in the class. 


@ Giving. Giving for religious put 
poses in the U. S. for 1957 was esti 
mated at about $3,425,000,000 —a 
increase of 9 per cent over the previou 
year —the Bulletin of the America 
Association of Fund-Raising Counse 
reported. Religious construction dur 
ing last year was estimated a 
$870,000,000; giving to higher educa 
tion, $600,000,000; to health and wel 
fare purposes, $2,200,000,000, and t 
hospital construction, $202,000,000. 


© New Regional Seminary. Th 
Southern Baptist Convention, operatin 
five theological schools in widely scat 
tered areas — Berkeley, Calif.; Ne\ 
Orleans, La.; Wake Forest, N. C 
Louisville, Ky.; Fort Worth, Tex. — 
has acquired 99 acres in Kansas City 
Mo., for a sixth seminary. The ney 
Midwestern Baptist Seminary, fo 
which a $3,000,000 appropriation ha 
been approved, will be located north o 
the Missouri River at the intersectio 
of two Federal highways, with a thir 
under construction nearby. 


~6Vet He Saw 


The Glory of the Aunc Pimittis 


By FREDERICK W. DANKER 


r your congregation should hold 
a special service on Monday, Feb- 
Tuary 2, 1958, would you know why? 


- This date commemorates the Pres- 
entation of Our Lord and the Purifica- 
tion of Mary. The holy day connects 
Christmas and Epiphany with other 
festivals and marks the transition to 
Lent. 


What was the significance of the 
Presentation and of the Purification re- 
ported in the second chapter of Saint 
Luke’s Gospel? 


Payment: $2.50 


The holy Infant was presented to 
God in conformity with a divine or- 
‘dinance, instituted after Israel’s de- 
liverance from Egypt. Because the 
angel spared all first-born males in 
homes sprinkled with the blood of the 
‘Passover lamb, the Lord ordered that 
all first-born sons should be dedicated 
to Him for special service. 


- Later God directed the tribe of Levi 
to represent the first-born. They still 
belonged to Jehovah, however, and a 
payment of five shekels (about $2.50) 
Was required to redeem the first-born 
from this service. 


- On the day of Jesus’ presentation 
‘Mary and Joseph made their payment. 
‘The ceremony was a dramatic reminder 
that everyone in the nation lived in 
total dependence on God. 


Stern Reminder 


_ After the presentation the mother’s 
tite of purification took place. For 40 
‘days after the birth of a male child 
‘a Jewish mother could not approach 
the sanctuary. According to Leviticus 
12, she was considered unclean for one 
week and had to remain isolated for 33 
more days. This regulation sternly 
pointed to man’s inborn sinfulness, 
which erects a barrier between him and 
God. 

At the end of the specified term 
Mary underwent the purification cere- 
mony, which signaled her restora- 
tion to the worshiping community. 

St. Luke’s account of Mary’s purifica- 
tion may appear to have little perma- 
nent relevance for us and to provide 
little edification. But the evangelist’s 
previous accounts and his method of 
reporting should alert readers to the 
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fact that Luke did not write curious 
antique lore. 


The record of Mary’s purification 
accents a note sounded in the evan- 
gelist’s Christmas story: “And this shall 
be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the 
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” 


Pat Our Backs? 


We Christians grasp the significance 
of the Old Testament ceremonies. 
Nineteen hundred years of theology and 
church history help us evaluate Christ- 
mas, the Epiphany, the Presentation, 
and the Purification. Looking at the 
Babe in the manger and the Infant in 
the temple, we say, This is the Christ 
of God. 


We think it was only natural for the 
Wise Men to offer their homage and 
their gifts to the Christ Child. We 
would have done the same thing. 


We look at the Infant presented in 
the temple and say, Strange that Mary, 
nursing a Son who is greater than the 
temple, should be banned from the 
temple 40 days. Why should Jesus, 
who knew no sin, be the cause of 
Mary’s separation from Israel’s worship 
life? 

But to us the answer is plain: Jesus 
is the Son of God. He is the Sinless 
One taking the place of sinful mankind. 
He submits to the Law for man’s bene- 
fit, not because of personal need. 


These are answers we often glibly 
give and pat our backs in hearty con- 
gratulations. 


But one thing we forget: The char- 
acters who played a role in the Nativity, 
the Epiphany, and the Presentation had 
no catechisms or printed Bible helps. 


Old Eyes Saw 


Simeon, who appeared at the temple 
on the day of Christ’s presentation, did 
not see the Savior’s empty tomb; he 
was too close to his own for that. 
Simeon never saw a world standing in 
adoration before the manger and the 
cross. Like the shepherds, he saw only 
an ordinary Jewish child, a helpless 
infant. 

Yet Simeon saw. 


Simeon came to the temple under 
the Spirit’s direction. He saw in Jesus 
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“Simeon Holding the Child Christ,” 
Jusepe de Ribera. 


the Lord’s salvation. Faith saw God’s 
extraordinary purpose embodied in an 
ordinary child he held in his arms. 
Aged, weak hands holding Omnipotence 
itself! 

Faith saw a mother seeking purifica- 
tion because her Child Himself was to 
purify all men. Faith saw this at a time 
when there really were no grounds for 
believing it. 

“A Light for all people’ — that is 
faith. 

To see the Light when all is darkness 
— that is faith. 

To insist that God is faithful and 
true when His promises seem to verge 
on failure — that is faith. 

To own God’s majesty and nearness 
in the distance when all is ordinary, 
pedestrian, completely devoid of sig- 
nificant religious experience; when God 
seems aloof, far off — that is faith. 

To say, “Mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation” when life is contradictory, 
confusing, full of riddles; when a broad- 
sword cuts down all hope —that is 
faith. 

Do You? 


The Christian who sees with Simeon’s 
eyes is ready for the hallowed days of 
the unfolding church year. 

To follow the way of sorrows trod 
by our Lord will be a pilgrimage richly 
fraught with spiritual treasure. 

The journey to the empty tomb will 
be an ascent to a mountaintop from 
which one looks back into the valleys 
of seeming darkness and defeat. 

Presentation speaks of authentic re- 
ligious experience. 

Have your eyes seen the salvation of 
the Lord? 


i 


The first in a series of 


doctrinal articles on 
THE LAST THINGS 
begins in this issue with... 


WHENCE DEATH? 


“By one man sin entered into the world,” the Bible 
asserts, ‘‘and death by sin,” Rom. 5:12. Man was created 
by God for life — happy life, perfect life, life in Himself 
and with Himself. Death came as an unwelcome inter- 
loper. By disobedience, man separated himself from 
life in God. 

“In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die,” the Lord said of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. But Satan, the murderer from the 
beginning, seduced man to defy God’s order. Sin opened 
the breach between God and man. In justice, God 
pronounced sentence: “Unto dust shalt thou return.” 

“So death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned,” Rom. 5:12. The poison of sin entered the life- 
stream of the human race and could result only in death. 
“The wages of sin is death,” Rom. 6:23. 

Sin and death are cause and effect. We are all 
sinners; we must all die. In fact, we begin to die from 
the moment of birth. From their first fluttering beats 
all human hearts “like muffled drums are beating funeral 
marches to the grave.” Death is “sin when it is finished,” 
James 1:15. All flesh is as grass — sown, blown, mown, 
gone. 

Since death terminates earthly life beyond recall, 
man never gets on familiar terms with death. Even the 
strongest, the wisest, the most intrepid regard death as 
a grim, relentless enemy. 


WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH? 


In the intricate, marvelously functioning mechanism 
of the body, death is the last chapter in the continuous 
process of change and decay. Death reduces man’s 
physical being to a few minerals and chemical com- 
pounds. 

Some people try to make themselves believe that 
physical life never stops. Cults, like Christian Science, 


say that death is an illusion, a wrong state of mind, 
bad thinking. But calling a corpse an illusion or a state 
of mind doesn’t change anything. 


. They Never Die 


By ALBERT W. GALEN 


Death is often called the “Great Unknown.” 
But to God nothing is unknown. 

The light of His revelation 

shines in the dark places of life and death. 


Something happens when a person dies. Refusing to 
call it death is childish. 

Some people accept the fact of death and see in it 
the end-all of life. When heart, breath, and senses stop, 
everything stops, these people claim. Death, they say, 
is the terminal conclusion of life. Death is a dead end. 

But God says No! Life goes on. His Word speaks 
of death as an end, but never as the end. Death marks 
the end of life’s stage on earth, but life goes on. Life 
cannot die. Only the body, the house in which the soul 
lives, expires. Though the body decays, “the spirit shall 
return unto God, who gave it,’ Eccl. 12:7. The soul 
is immortal. 

God has implanted immortality so ineradicably in 
man that despite his loudest protestations and his most 
persuasive arguments against it, he cannot wholly rid 
himself of his own deathlessness. “It is appointed unto 
men once to die” —- everyone has an appointment with 
death; “but after this the Judgment,” Heb. 9:27. Judg- 
ment after death is as certain as death itself. 

Behind temporal death stands One to be feared, One 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Because of God’s wrath and curse upon sin there must 
follow — unless something intervenes — a “second 
death” (Rev. 20:14), which means eternal banishment 
from God. The Lord’s “Depart from Me, ye cursed,” 
makes death the king of terrors. 

Death often strikes with numbing, terrifying ford 
Death brings pain, the severing of tender ties, the col- 
lapse of a body on which we have lavished attention. 
Something about death, however, is even more terrifying: 
Whoever dies must face a just and holy God and His 
eternal curse upon every sinner. “The sting of death 
is sin,” the devil knows. He tries to make the utmost 
of that sting. He makes death the ultimate enemy. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO DEATH? 


Because sin and death are cause and effect, whore 
would deliver us from the power of death must attack 
it at its roots. He must free man from the curse of sin 
and God’s wrath upon the transgressor, That is the 
theme of His Word to man. That is exactly what Christ 
came to do. He took our human nature in order that 


HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
will be the second article 
in this doctrinal series 


“through death He might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver them 


who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage,” Heb. 2:14, 15. ‘ 


g (32) THE LUTHERAN “_ 


By His fulfilling the Law in our stead, by His substitu- 
tional death, and by His resurrection, the Son of God 
abolished death, 2 Tim. 1:10. He destroyed the last 
enemy, | Cor. 15:26. He swallowed up death in victory. 
He robbed death of its sting, 1 Cor. 15:55-57. He is 
he Resurrection and the Life. 

_ “Believest thou this?” The Savior boldly challenges 
r faith. And just as soon as faith leaps to grasp the 
Deliverer, the deliverance is there, and the impossible 
becomes matter of fact: “He that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die,” John 11: 
25, 26. 
- “He that heareth My Word and believeth on Him 
that sent Me hath [right now] everlasting life and shall 
not come into condemnation, but is passed [right now] 
‘from death unto life,’ John 5:24. Imbedded in this 
‘truth is the reason why Jesus and the holy writers speak 
“of death as “sleep.” (John 11:11; Matt. 9:24; Acts 
7:60; iCor, 15:18; 1 Thess. 4:13:;) 


Se: 
WHERE IS THE SOUL? 


This is not to say that the souls of the departed are 
actually in a state of sleep between physical death and 
the physical resurrection. When Scripture speaks of the 
dead as sleeping, it plainly refers to the body, Heb. 4:10: 
“They have ceased from their works, as God did from 
His.” Rev. 14:13: “They may rest from their labors.” 
Job 3:17: “There the weary be at rest.” 

The dead, according to Eccl. 9:5, 6, “know not any- 
thing . . . neither have they any more a portion forever 
in anything that is done under the sun.” They are not 
aware of happenings on earth, for “his breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his 
“thoughts perish,” Ps. 146:4. 

It is impossible to describe conditions of eternity in 
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terms of time. All the aspects of time to which our 
thinking is bound here on earth are entirely out of place 
when we carry them over to eternity. Waiting, sleeping, 
resting, are aspects of earth which are nonexistent from 
the viewpoint of eternity, where a thousand years are 
as a day. No doubt it is for this reason that Scripture 
says little concerning the state of the soul after death. 

At the end of time, God’s Word definitely states, all 
bodies will be raised from the dust of earth. “The hour 
is coming in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear His voice and shall come forth,” John 5:28, 29. 
Throughout eternity the dead in Christ will have their 
own bodies, but in a deathless, perfected, glorified state, 
“like unto Christ’s glorious body.” The unrepentant 
sinners will rise “to shame and everlasting contempt,” 
Dan. 12:2, and to everlasting punishment, Matt. 25:46. 

Until the day of resurrection, the sacred record indi- 
cates, the dead will be in a purely spiritual state, much 
like that of the angels. The unbelieving, the Christless, 
will be in their place: “in prison,” a place of punishment, 
a State assigned to the fallen angels, 1 Peter 3:19; 2 Peter 
2:4; Jude 6; Luke 16:23, 24. 

The souls of the believers who have passed from 
spiritual death to life in Christ will be in their place: 
~at\ home: with ‘the: Lord?*-2 Corss:8:>- with. Christ 
Phil. 1:23; “with Me in Paradise,” Luke 23:43. Though 
the Word does not directly answer all the questions 
that might be asked about this phase of life, this is 
enough to know: “Today . . . with Me”; “absent from 
the body and at home with the Lord.” This is enough 
to fortify our hearts and to shut out quibbling argu- 
ments and foolish fears. This is enough to cheer our 
hearts and confirm our hopes. 


“GOD’S CHILDREN NEVER DIE” 


A soldier was breathing heavily, perhaps breathing 
his last. The chaplain heard the raucous breathing as 
he walked through the corridor of the base hospital 
near the front. He found the room and entered. A doc- 
tor and a nurse were working over a desperately wounded 
soldier. 

As the chaplain bent over, the patient glimpsed the 
chaplain’s insignia, the cross on his collar. 

“Chaplain, am I going to die?” the soldier gasped. 

For a moment the chaplain hesitated. What could 
he say? The doctor and the nurse, adjusting the man’s 
oxygen mask, stopped as if to say, “Let’s hear what 
the chaplain has to offer.” 

What could he say? Gazing deeply into the fear- 
filled eyes of the dying man, the chaplain asserted, “God’s 
children never die.” 

With a gentle hand and a strong hold on the Word 
of Life, the chaplain led the mortally wounded lad to 
the Cross, where Christ opened the gates of heaven 
for every penitent, trusting sinner and turned all of God’s 
promises of peace and life into glorious reality: “The 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.” 

“God’s children never die!” Isn’t that what Jesus 
said? “Because I live, ye shall live also.” 

O child of death and the grave, write it on your 
still throbbing heart! Tell it everywhere! God's children 
never die! 


e Et Cetera 


What WITNESS readers prefer, 
column missed, and so forth 


What’s Your Opinion? 

In WitNEss issues of October, November, and De- 
cember 1957, readers were invited to rank in order of 
their preference the pages they found most interesting 
and to state, in brief, reasons for their preference. 

Here are the returns from the three “What’s Your 
Opinion?” polls, listed in the order of the readers’ 
preference: 


October 22 
1. Catechism on Evolution 
2. What’s the Answer? 
3. WITNESS Comment 
4. Let’s Investigate! 
5. From Darkness to Light 
6. Lutheran Customs 


November 19 

. What’s the Answer? 

. Lutheran Customs 

. WITNESS Comment 

Let’s Investigate! 

. News of the Church in the World 
Loose Leaves 


December 3 

. What’s the Answer? 

. Family Council 

WITNESS Comment 

. Who Cares? 

Lutheran Customs 

. News of the Church in the World 


To all who participated in the polling the editors 
are grateful. Letters stating reasons for the rankings 
have given the staff valuable insights. Every criticism, 
comment, and suggestion will receive consideration in 
planning future issues. 


Pro and Con 


Because the January 28 WITNESS was “put to bed” 
on January 14 — each number is locked up two weeks 
before the date of publication — the editors had received 
no replies to Pro and Con, which made its first appear- 
ance in the January 14 issue. The column will bring 
letters as soon as they are forthcoming. 

Pro and Con will give priority to letters presenting 
subjects with brevity, clarity, and soundness of argument. 
Readers are invited to express their views freely. Their 
attention, however, is called to the reservations in the 
paragraph preceding the column. 


Correction 


The first graduates of the Fort Wayne Teachers 
Seminary (January 14, 1958, WitNEss, p. 21) received 
their diplomas in 1859, not 1857, as indicated in the 
printed listing. 

Synodical and District officials whose copies of the 
WITNESS may serve as future historical records will 
please make the change in the listing of the early teacher 
graduates. 
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WITNESS 


@ Student Aid or Scholarships? 


Will student expenses hamper recruit- 
ment of full-time Kingdom workers? 


During the 1956—57 school year it cost students 
$1,493 on the average to attend public institutions of 
higher learning and $2,047 to study at private colleges. 

Young people of Synod need an equivalent sum to 
attend its colleges and seminaries in preparation for 
full-time Kingdom service. While the outlay per student 
does not reach $2,047 a year, the student’s annual ex- 
penses probably total between $1,000 and $1,200. 

A youth studies six years at a theological preparatory 
college, two at the Senior College, and three at the 
St. Louis seminary. Eleven years at, say $1,100 an- 
nually, runs up to $12,100. At that rate how many 
parents can afford to educate a son for the office of 
pastor? 

The District program of student aid pays certain 
basic costs or offers flat sums for “worthy” or “deserving” 
students. Twenty-four Districts now support 83 students 
at the St. Louis seminary, with an average of $316 per 
student. 

Although this grant-in-aid has been a boon to many 
young people, it has certain disadvantages. To apply 
for this aid, students’ parents are generally required to 
show cause for their request — an element of embarrass- 
ment. Recipients of District grants often feel they are 
receiving a handout. Their names sometimes appear in 
District reports. Softening the term to “Student Aid 
Fund” has not erased the implications of the former 
name “Indigent Students’ Fund.” 

The church is priming the pump for full-time King- 
dom workers. But recruitment is not enough. Remove 
the stigma from “aid.” Add to it honor and dignity. 

Why not offer scholarships to the church’s youth? 
Then no one will hesitate to apply. Competitive exam- 
inations for full scholarships and the maintenance of 
high grades will lend distinction to District scholarships. 
And the church will not want for manpower. 

Applause and commendation to all organizations 
presently offering scholarship funds to synodical insti- 
tutions! These organizations are doing what Districts 
of Synod should have done long ago. 


@ On the Double 


How many years left? 
Three years? Five years? 


When Sputnik autographed space with Soviet claims, 
America, long self-deceived by physical comfort and 
overcomplacency, woke up. Now on the double, she 


wants to make up for irretrievably lost years to recapture 
supremacy. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


OMMENT 


Education’s objectives will be pointed to the kind 
{ science that makes for survival of the fittest. The 
Itimate objective is destruction. The nation’s pursuit 
f happiness will depend upon survival. “We are in 
tave peril,” says the Rockefeller Report. 

_ Educational expenditures will. be doubled. Almost 
very curriculum in the country will be affected. From 
ere on it’s hard work. 

Over all the Sputnik orbits, presidia, the earth, sun, 
noon, planets, and stars, and under the wing feathers 
wf the sparrow is the almighty Master Teacher, who 
utlined one required course for eternity. The core 
context of that course St. Paul summed up for the jailer 
t Philippi: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” 

God’s curriculum and textbook — the Word — and 
he Savior’s fulfillment, teachings, and promises need 
ever be emended or brought up to date to meet any 
emergency. From Eden until the last Sputnik, for all 
imes, all men, all languages, all levels of society, His 
rescribed course and divine Word will remain until 
‘the elements shall melt with fervent heat.” 

Infinitely more exalted than the billion-dollar pro- 
ram of education for America’s survival and supremacy 
is the objective of the Triune God — life everlasting 
for the faithful. In Him is the permanent and deathless 
pursuit of happiness in the realm of glory. 


eh 


How many years are left for the United States and 
for Americans individually? Three years? Five years? — 
Go quickly, and tell, before Christ returns quickly! 


® “Christian Hymns” 


Knowing the make-up of a hymn 
increases appreciation 


Next to the Bible the most treasured Christian books 
are the Catechism and the hymnal. While the Catechism 
presents a summary of Christian doctrine in question- 
and-answer form, the hymnal couches Biblical teachings 
in verse. Hymns are a pleasing aid to worship and the 
devotional life. 

When rhythm, meter, rhyme, picture language, music, 
reinforce Scripture truth, it often becomes more vivid 
and expressive. Gifted hymnists record common Chris- 
tian experiences by means of a medium which the 
average worshiper cannot command. But by identifying 
himself with the sentiments of the poet, the reader can, 
in a measure, relive the hymn writer’s emotional re- 
actions to the sacred text. 

Sincerity in worship does not necessarily depend 
upon complete understanding of technical aspects of 
a hymn. Some knowledge, however, of the structure 
of a hymn, its poetic beauty, the occasion of its com- 
position, will make, as a rule, for more intelligent appre- 
ciation. St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 
14:15): “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing 
with the understanding also.” 

The “Christian Hymns” column (see page 16) is 
designed to help the worshiper understand better and to 
appreciate more highly some of the gems in The Lu- 
theran Hymnal. The reader may consult his hymnal 
for the text of the stanzas. 


Loose Leaves 


. Luther on “Christ, the Light of the World,” John 1 


He wants to say that the life in Him was not only 
for itself; for He imparts life to all creatures, particularly 
to man, that man may live eternally. He was also 
the Light, i.e., the Light of man, giving man a very 
special kind of light. It is amazing that the evangelist 
St. John is able to discuss such sublime and weighty 
matters in such plain and simple language. He wants 
to say that the Son of God draws so close to men that 
He is their Light. And this Light is far different from 
that which all the irrational animals perceive. The cows 
and the pigs, to be sure, also enjoy the universal light 
of the sun by day and the light of the moon by night. 
But man alone is endowed with the glorious light of 
reason and intellect. Man’s ability to devise so many 
noble arts and skills, his wisdom, dexterity, and in- 
genuity, all are derived from this Light, or from the 
Word, who was the Light of men. 

Thus this Light, Christ, is not merely a light for 
itself, but with this light He illumines men, so that all 
reason, wisdom, and dexterity that are not false or 
devilish emanate from this Light, who is the Wisdom 
of the eternal Father. But in addition to this light, 
which all men, both the good and the bad, enjoy in 
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common, there is a particular light which God grants 
only to His own. To this applies everything that John 
later writes about the Word, namely, that He reveals 
Himself to His elect through the Holy Spirit and the 
oral Word, and that He wants to be the Light of His 
people. 

This life and light, which is ever in the world, 
quickens us, illumines us; it shines brilliantly forever 
and ever and points the way to our regeneration... . 
But how is it received and accepted? None, or at least 
very few, esteem it and long for it. In fact, the world 
does not want to see, hear, or know anything about it, but 
blasphemes and abuses those through whom it shines. 

But let some schismatic spirit come along with 
a novel doctrine, which is not light, but sheer human 
fabrication and darkness, the world is ready to rally 
around it. Birds of a feather flock together. The world 
likes to be wheedled and cajoled; it acts gentle and 
grunts-with pleasure, like a sow when you scratch her 
ears. And then it turns its ears from the truth and 
toward fables, 2 Tim. 4:4. — Luther’s Works: Vol. 22, 
Sermons on the Gospel of St. John. (Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo.) 
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Fellow 


Christians 


in Synod’s 
‘Foreign 
Mission 
Fields 


Lutheran young people return to Tokyo from 
Fukushima, 175 miles away, where they spent several 
days teaching a vacation Bible school for the children 
at Aoba Orphanage, leveling the playground, working 
in the kitchen and sewing room, and conducting 
devotions and Bible study for the youth group at 
the work camp. 


———— 


January 1958 will be remembered for the organization of the 
Church. After preparing for administrative responsibility 
therans in India will now guide and direct the affairs of th 


CARRYING THE GOSPEL TO OTHERS, particularly to people 
in other parts of the world, calls for giving of one’s self, 
one’s gifts, one’s treasures. We think of the 247 dedicated 
men and women who now represent us in Asia and the 
South Pacific. 


At home we have the opportunity to respond to our 
Savior’s love as we pray for, and help maintain and 
strengthen, Synod’s missionaries and the continuance and 
expansion of their work. 


What of the people in foreign lands who receive the 
Gospel message? They also respond to the Savior’s love by 
giving of themselves in acts of love and Christian concern. 
These people 

bring their offerings 


assume the responsibility of leadership in their congrega- 
tion and church : 


serve as teachers in educational undertakings of the mis- 
sions and the church 


go out as evangelists 


show their love in deeds of kindness and help to their 
fellow members and fellow men, as the cover picture 
illustrates. 


Every avenue of Christian service is open to Christians 
in foreign lands, as well as to us. 


We rejoice anew as we see the evidences of the faith 
of these 36,000 fellow members in their lives. 


New Guinea Lutherans give much of their time to bring the 
message of salvation to natives at outstations. Largely through the — 
help of men like the members of this evangelistic group, Synod’ 
mission in New Guinea preached Christ’s Gospel to more than 


1,000,000 listeners in 1956. 


More than 3,700 children are taught in 21 outdoor Sunday schools through 
Synod’s mission in Hong Kong. Two Chinese Lutherans teach this class in 
Chai Wan. 


gelical Lutheran 
lime, fellow Lu- 
rch, 


A member of Martin Luther Church, Tokyo, 

Dr. Makiko Kaji, second from left, shows her love 
in the operation of a tuberculosis sanatorium at 
Ajiro, Japan. A $14,000 gift from the Wheat 
Ridge Foundation, with additional help from Japan, 
established the sanatorium. To Dr. Kajji’s right 

is a sister who is a case worker; to the doctor’s 
left, another sister with T. B., and a patient from 
Shikoku Island. The bed-patient is a 10-year-old boy. 


F 


aviour Congregation, Kowloon, Hong Kong, raises about 
d of its expenses. L.—r.: Daniel Chow, Chang Ta Yiian, 
ii Him-Ching count the morning’s offering. 


Choir of St. Paul’s Church in Portuguese Macao — across 
the bay from Hong Kong — praises the Lord in song. 


From Synod’s Campuses 


St. Louis Student Fund 
Receives $25,364 Bequest 


When Fred A. Selle of New Orleans 
heard that the Student Loan Fund at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, had 
given financial assistance to nearly 400 
seminarians, he determined to remem- 
ber the fund in his will. 

Early this month the fund received 
a bequest of $25,364.53 from the late 
Mr. Selle’s estate. This Student Loan 
Fund now totals $45,735. 

A $1,000 Christmas gift from Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Bischel, Aurelia, Iowa, 
started the fund Dec. 23, 1953. Each 
year since that time the Bischels have 
made similar gifts. Their example 
pointed the way for others. 

The men of the USS Manchester sent 
$500 in memory of Chaplain E. A. 
Wolfram, Jr., who died while on active 
duty in the Navy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl C. Mensing, 
Greenfield, Iowa, donated $2,213 as 
a memorial to their son Carl Morgan 
Mensing, Jr. 

With the need for more and more 
church workers and the emphasis on 
recruitment, each of Synod’s schools 
could well use special funds such as 
the Student Loan Fund to assist stu- 
dents at crucial financial periods of 
their training. 


Site Bought for 
Brazil Seminary 


About 25 acres of ground have been 
purchased for the new seminary in 
Brazil. The plot lies to the north of 
Porto Alegre and about two miles from 
Sao Leopoldo. 

The narrow front of the site faces 
a federal highway, Prof. Werner Wade- 
witz of Seminario Concordia, Porto 
Alegre, reported to the WITNEss. 

Construction has started on the third- 
story addition to Mahler Hall to ac- 
commodate the influx of students ex- 
pected to enroll in March, the beginning 
of the next school year in Brazil. With 
the completion of the added floor, stu- 
dents now housed in emergency base- 
ment quarters will occupy the new 
floor. 


In the next weeks the Porto Alegre 
Board of Control will elect a new presi- 
dent for the proseminary. 

At the closing of the school year on 
December 3, 10 ministerial candidates 
and three teacher candidates received 
assignments. With more than 50 calls 
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for candidates, officials in charge of 
assignments placed six students on vic- 
arages after their first year of theologi- 
cal studies. 

For two months Asiatic flu took its 
harvest among the students of the Porto 
Alegre institution. At one time there 
were 36 in bed. 

In November, 15 students traveled 
to the state of Santa Catarina, where, 
over a weekend, they visited Lutheran 
congregations and presented programs 
of sacred music. Laymen from Santa 
Catarina assumed the financial respon- 
sibilities for the students’ trip. The 
seminarians “were received enthusi- 
astically, and the ties between our 
theological schools and our congrega- 
tions were bound more securely,” Pro- 
fessor Wadewitz said. 


Girls’ Dormitory 
For Portland College 


The contract for the construction of 
the eagerly awaited girls’ dormitory for 
Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., 
was signed Dec. 17. Excavators began 
work immediately. 

The two-story steel and concrete-slab, 
$145,052 structure, set for completion 
in June, will house 34 coeds and 
a housemother. 

On February 1, $5,000 will be re- 
leased to the college for the construc- 
tion of a parking lot. The city has long 
demanded that the college provide off- 
street parking. The proposed parking 
area will occupy the land between the 
gymnasium and the house formerly oc- 
cupied by Prof. E. H. Brandt. 


MISSOURI SYNOD GIVES $25,000 
to American Bible Society. At the 
Lutheran Building, St. Louis, Dr. John 
W. Behnken, Synod’s President, pre- 
sented the check to Roy I. Madsen, 
an associate secretary of the American 
Bible Society. 
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Rev. E. B. Glabe 
On State Committee 


Rev. E. Buckley Glabe, executive 
secretary of the Lutheran Children’s 
Friend Society of Minnesota, was ap- 
pointed by the state’s Interim Commis- 
sion on Public Welfare Laws to an 
advisory committee which will study 
Minnesota laws relating to children and 
juveniles. 

Duties of the 15-member committee 
will be to propose a new code for chil- 
dren in the state and to study other laws 
relating to public welfare. 

Pastor Glabe is the only Protestant 
clergyman on the committee. 


IMC Challenges 
New Way of Life 
In Latin America 


Of Latin America’s 154 million pop- 
ulation, 47 million are Roman Catho- 
lics; five million, Protestants; and more 
than 100 million, “untouched and gen- 
erally unevangelized,” Dr. Alfonso 
Rodriguez, president of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Matanzas, Cuba, told 
200 Protestant leaders who had come 
from 35 countries for the assembly of 
the International Missionary Council at 
Achimoto, Ghana. 

Protestant churches in Latin America 
are challenged to become a “real dy- 
namic force in the social ferment and 
the movement for a new way of life,” 
declared Dr. Rodriguez. 

“The Gospel must be proclaimed 
by every Christian to every person,” 
Sir Francis Abiam, a medical doctor 
and prominent layman in Nigeria, said 
in an address to the conference. “Lay 
witness is essential for the Church in 
Nigeria, and this means a willingness 
to make sacrifice.” 

A prominent Burmese churchman, 
Y Kyaw Than, secretary for East Asia 
of both the IMC and World Council of 
Churches, warned that Christian mis- 
sionaries in Asia must not put too 
much emphasis on social welfare work. 
In Asia, he said, “God calls on the 
Church to proclaim justification by 
faith, not by works.” 


Bible Society Receipts 
The American Bible Society in 1956 


received $124,068 from 11 Lutheran F 


church bodies; the total contributed by 
52 Protestant bodies reached $835,744. 
The Missouri Synod topped the Lu- 
theran list with $30,980 (including di- 
rect receipts from Districts). 


- 
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Only One of Six — Healthy 


Last May, 200 Moslem children reg- 
ularly attended the Lutheran Mission’s 
‘vacation Bible school in Vaniyambadi, 
South India. Twenty-seven teachers 
‘used visual aids to present the VBS 
program. 

Physical examination of the 200 chil- 
dren, made in co-operation with Be- 
thesda Lutheran Hospital at Ambur, 
revealed that only one of every six 
children could be considered healthy. 

Milk powder, sent through Synod’s 
Board for World Relief, was distributed 
to help improve the health of the Mos- 
lem boys and girls. 

An institute for Christians who are 
interested in learning how to approach 
Moslems was held at Vaniyambadi, Sep- 
tember 16—27. Of the 52 enrolled in 
the practical course 13 were women. 

Rev. P. Chellayam reported that films 
showing the life of Jesus were presented 
in some villages of the Trivandrum 
District. 

Two Moslem lower schools invited 
Pastor Chellayam to show Bible stories 
illustrated by flannelgraph. 

After a slow beginning, the Perintel- 
mana reading-room attendance is im- 
proving. Now high school boys are 
predominating among the visitors. 


Farmer, Merchant, Clerk 


_ Missionary Roland E. Miller of Mal- 
appuram in Kerala State is instructing 
‘a Moslem farmer. A wealthy cloth 
merchant also wishes to study Chris- 
tianity. A Hindu clerk has attended 
classes for several months; 12 Hindu 
children are in the Sunday school. 

Mrs. Chellayam teaches hymns and 
Bible stories to Moslem girls. Ittykutty, 
a Moslem girl, who has learned many 
Bible stories, the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Commandments, has 
requested Baptism. 
~ In many Moslem homes where Mrs. 
Chellayam visits she tells Bible stories 
with the aid of a viewmaster. She also 
distributes Gospels and tracts. 
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Mission Among the 
Moslems in India 


During the last few months, mission- 
aries in Malappuram sold 1,100 Chris- 
tian books, of which about half were 
Gospels. Many of these were sold 
through the dispensary orderly. 


50 with T. B.; 90 Lepers 


A daily average of 50 patients come 
to the Malappuram Welfare Center for 
treatment. Many of these are T.B. 
victims, treated by the doctors at the 
dispensary. 

Besides her regular inspection of the 
children in nursery schools, the nurse 
attended 20 deliveries, all successfully, 
in six months. The majority of these 
cases stem from the Hindu community. 
While she gives considerable prenatal 
and postnatal care to many Moslem 
women, they do not call the nurse for 
the actual delivery. 

The leprosy clinic connected with 
the Welfare Center continues to serve 
about 90 patients. Last year Dr. Mut- 
hunny of the Mission to Lepers super- 
vised the work. 


Lunch Through Relief Grants 


Two teachers — Miss C. Kamalabai 
and Mr. Francis — teach the 30 nurs- 
ery-school pupils enrolled at Malap- 
puram, Mrs. Roland E. Miller reported. 
The children are divided into two 
groups according to age and level of 
achievement. 

Daily the children are given a lunch 
supplied through relief gifts. When the 
teachers visit the homes of each pupil 
monthly, Moslem parents welcome the 
teachers warmly. They distribute tracts 
and often relate stories from Scripture. 

“Although the figure of Jesus is cen- 
tral in the school’s program,” Mrs. Mil- 
ler said, “the initial fear of Moslems 
concerning the school seems to have 
disappeared. Most of this is due to the 
teachers’ friendly influence.” 

In the Pandikad reading room, 
R. Frederick continues his Gospel work 
in telling many Bible stories with flan- 
nelgraph and viewmaster aids. 

“I am walking some distance, visiting 
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villages and houses, telling many people 
about the Savior, and selling books,” 
reports Indian Pastor P. V. David. 
“I visited 600 houses, gave the Gospel 
message to more than 1,000 people, 
and sold about 500 books. In Wandoor 
we are conducting Bible classes for 
two Moslems. In the dispensary I con- 
duct devotions and explain Scripture.” 

The Wandoor staff of five Lutherans 
and five other Christians hold services 
in a room at the dispensary. Two 
additional local Christians attend faith- 
fully. 

From collections last year, this small 
group gave “Rs. 25 (a little more than 
$5) to the Mission to Lepers, Rs. 50 to 
the Bible Society, and Rs. 40 for re- 
lief,” Pastor David reported. 

“Any place where we do Gospel 
work among Moslems, whether there 
is a congregation there or not, should 
have a small and attractive church 
building with a cemetery,” he recom- 
mended. 

“Though we do not yet see a visible 
church, we believe that the Word of 
God and the Holy Spirit working 
through the Word are powerful. So we 
believe that there are at least a few 
secret believers in Wandoor.” 


One Hundred a Day 


Patients at the Wandoor Dispensary 
averaged about 100 daily. 

“The staff exhibited true Christian 
character and purpose and has done 
much in furthering the expression of 
true Christian witness through the heal- 
ing ministry,” Pastor Miller said. 

The doctors have often expressed the 
need of a small ward in connection 
with the dispensary. Serving the phys- 
ical needs of many people, the dis- 
pensary has a tangible effect on the 
Moslem evangelistic program. 

Missionary Henry G. Otten, Jr., who 
returned to Wandoor after lecturing in 
the U.S. during his furlough, reported 
that Miriam Naumann, daughter of 
Missionary John G. P. Naumann of 
Bangalore, is in the last years of her 
medical training. Since she has ex- 
pressed her interest in serving the 
church in some foreign field, the sec- 
retary of the Moslem Conference was 
instructed to approach Miss Naumann 
concerning the medical superintendency 
of the hospital at Wandoor. 
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Proverbs 


The Golden Middle 


Proverbs 30:8, 9: “Remove far from 
me vanity and lies; give me_ neither 
poverty nor riches; feed me with food 
convenient for me; lest I be full and 
deny Thee and say, Who is the Lord? 
or lest I be poor and steal and take the 
name of my God in vain.” 


The Book of Proverbs is a treasure 
house of practical Christian wisdom. In 
a long series of terse and meaningful 
epigrams, the inspired author lays down 
the guidelines for a happy, useful, and 
God-pleasing life. 


If one word or one concept might be 
singled out as the keynote of such a life, 
that term might well be moderation, the 
ideal to which the philosophers referred 
as “the golden middle.” The Christian, 
with his eyes fixed on the Cross, and 
with his feet set in the way of God’s 
commands, will seek always to avoid 
the extremes. 
a middle course. He will not yield to 
indulgence or excess with regard to any 
habit or practice, but will observe al- 
ways the principle of moderation and 
self-discipline. 


The writer of Proverbs illustrates this 
principle in the well-known words of 
our text. The happiest man is he who 

‘is neither rich nor poor; the most de- 
sirable kind of life is that which knows 
neither superabundance nor want. 


The text tells us the reason. The man 
who is ‘full’ —i.e., of the riches and 
luxuries of life —is prone to become 
carnally secure, to place too much stock 
in material things. He shrugs God off 
and contemptuously asks, “Who is the 
Lord?” The poor man, on the other 


hand, is tempted to steal and to curse 


God for his unhappy lot. 


To be rich, therefore, should not be 
our life’s ambition, for the wealthy man 
meets special obstacles on his way to 
heaven. Poverty, however, does not 
necessarily imply a better spiritual 
estate, and those who take a vow of 
poverty are in danger of an inverse kind 
of spiritual pride. 


No, the middle way is the golden 
way. We should be well satisfied if the 
Lord feeds us “with food convenient 
for us.” We are favored indeed if we 
_ have no less — and no more. 


THOMAS COATES 


He will rather pursue — 


Christian LLymns 


Two Epiphany Hymns 


“As with Gladness Men of Old” 

An illness, a reading, a talent — 
a hundred years ago— combined to 
produce one of the best-loved Epiphany 
hymns. William Chatterton Dix, man- 
ager of a marine insurance company in 
Glasgow, Scotland, was sick abed on 
the Epiphany Festival. While he was 
reading St. Matthew’s account of the 
adoration of the Wise Men from the 
East, his signal poetic gift was stirred, 
and by evening he had finished “As 
with Gladness Men of Old,” No. 127 in 
The Lutheran Hymnal. No doubt the 
strains of this popular hymn are echo- 
ing in our ears, for we are still in the 
Epiphany season of the church year. 


Hymns are responses of God’s chil- 
dren to the proclamation of His great- 
ness and His manifold mercies. They 
are the corporate offering of adoration, 
praise, penitence, petition, intercession, 
thanksgiving. 

“As with Gladness” has all the ear- 
marks of a good hymn. It has a central 
topic with five subthoughts closely 
woven together and related to the main 
idea. The poet retells the story of the 
Magi, adding a personal application and 
a prayer. 

Stanzas 1, 2, and 3 draw a skillful 
parallel between the actions of the Wise 
Men and the exhortations to the be- 
lievers: As they were led by the star, 
so may we be led by the Lord; as they 
adored the Savior, so may we seek His 
mercy seat; as they offered Him gifts, 
so may we bring our treasures to the 
King. Stanza 4 petitions Jesus to take 
our souls at last to “where they need 
no star to guide,” to “the heavenly 
country” (stanza 5), where we may for- 
ever “sing alleluias to our King.” 


A hymn is a species of sacred poetry, 
particularly lyric poetry, singable po- 
etry. “As with Gladness” sings well. 
The tune is a shortened form of one 
set to a German chorale by Conrad 
Kocher, an organist in Stuttgart. 
Strange to say, Dix never liked the 
tune, but text and tune have become 
inseparable. 


Lyric poetry, even when it contains 
narration, expresses an emotion. The 
lyric hymn plays the whole scale of 
man’s religious emotions: the feelings 
of dependence, reverential awe, sorrow, 
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yearning, confidence, security, joy, ex- 
altation. 

In Dix’s Epiphany hymn the domi- 
nant mood is true joy, the holy joy of 
the Gentile Wise Men and the unalloyed 
joy of the believers. 


“O God of God, O Light of Light” 


To merit the term Christian, a hymn 
must be grounded in Scripture. 

While the Dix hymn treats only one 
event of the life of Jesus, Hymn 132, 
“O God of God, O Light of Light,” 
encompasses the Old and New Testa- 
ment eras. Its central theme: a paean 
of praise, glorifying the exalted and 
reigning Christ. 

A good hymn is not, as some think, 
simply a disjointed collection of pious 
stanzas, thrown higgledy-piggledy to- 
gether like a pile of rocks, but a well- 
constructed whole. 

“O God of God” is a model of ex- 
cellent construction. Stanza 1 addresses 
the Lamb upon the throne as worthy 
of glory and praise. Stanza 2 looks 
back to “the prophets’ sacred page” 
and “the poets’ winged words” foretell- 
ing the coming of the Redeemer. Stanza 
3 tersely rehearses His life. Stanza 4 
sees the Gentile nations and “isles of 
the sea” paying homage to the King 
(here is the Epiphany note). The last 
stanza as an exalting climax calls for 
universal praise of the “God of God” 
and “Light of Light” “enthroned to 
reign.” 

Here is sacred poetry at its best: 
lyrical fervor, genuine spontaneity, pro- 
found sincerity, majestic rhythm, poetic 
language. 

“O God of God” is a so-called objec- 
tive hymn. It concentrates on the great 
deeds of God for our salvation, looks - 
upward, and not, as many so-called 
“Gospel” hymns, inward, to self. 

Dull indeed the worshiper who does 
not thrill to this adoration of the King 
of Kings. The hymn is suitable not 
only for Epiphany, but especially for 
missions; in fact, since it is a praise 
hymn, for every season of the church 
year. 

The author is Dr. John Julian, an 
Anglican clergyman, whose monumen- 
tal Dictionary of Hymnology is the 
greatest English work published on 
hymnology. LB: 
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e@ Are there two resurrections? 
@ Does God embrace many faiths? 


@ Must churches trade with members? 


What's the 
ANSWER’? 


2? Question: Who are the souls 
bo referred to in Rev. 20:4, 5, 
who lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years? And who 
_are the rest of the dead which lived 
not again until a thousand years were 
finished? What is meant by the first 
resurrection? Are there two resur- 
rections? 


Answer: Mankind is here as else- 
where divided into two classes, believ- 
ers and unbelievers (Matt. 25:32, 33; 
John 3:18). St. John is speaking of 
people who have died, the departed 
martyrs and other believers. He sees 


their souls (Rev. 6:9), but makes no 
mention of their bodies. This strongly 


indicates that the first resurrection is 
not a physical, but a spiritual resurrec- 
tion, the conversion of sinners to God 
eons 6:10; (Eph. 2:5,-6; Col. 2:13) 
which makes them partakers of spiritual 


and eternal life even now (John 3:36; 


15:24, Eph. 2:5; 1 John 5:12) and par- 


ticipants in Christ’s all-glorious rule in 
heaven (Luke 22:30; Rom. 5:17; Rev. 


20:4). For believers, death brings com- 


plete deliverance from sin and death 


and full restoration of life (1 Cor. 15: 
_ 54-57). 


4 There is only one physical 
resurrection. (John 5:28, 29; 6:40) 


; The rest of the dead, the departed 


unbelievers, do not share in this life 


and rule with Christ. Living and dying 


in trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:1, 12), 


not being born again by the life-giving 
Word (John 3:5; 1 Peter 1:23), they 
are doomed to suffer the second death, 
eternal damnation. (Matt. 25:46; Rev. 


£20;15) 
The thousand years, a round figure, 


“not to be taken literally, began with 


the completion of Christ’s atonement 
(John 12:31; 16:11) and will last to 


Satan has been bound. Just before 
Judgment Day, however, he will be 
loosed for a short time to resume his 
vicious attacks upon the church (Rev. 
20:7-9). This is the period described 
by Christ in Matthew 24 and Luke 21, 
in which faith will be hard to find on 
earth (Luke 18:8). Then the Lord will 
return for judgment. For believers this 
will be the day of their final redemp- 
tion (Luke 21:28), while for the un- 
believer it will mean the second death, 
eternal damnation (Rev. 20:15). 
Blessed and holy is he that has part in 
the first resurrection; on him the second 
death has no power. (Rev. 20:6) 
answers you stated that we 
can and should respect the 
religious convictions of ‘others and 
their right to follow them, but that 
we should not respect and honor 
false teachings. My God is large 
enough to embrace many faiths, as 
long as they strive to follow the 
Bible. How big is your God? 


Question: In one of your 


Answer: My God is as big as He has 
described Himself in the Bible. He is 
a God who is not willing that any 
should perish (2 Peter 3:9) and to that 
end gave His only-begotten Son to 
reconcile the world to Himself (2 Cor. 
5:18, 19). In every nation “he that 
feareth Him and worketh righteousness 
is accepted with Him” (Acts 10:35). 
To that end He asks all men to repent 
and to believe the Gospel (Mark 1:15). 
To that end He has also given His 
written word and instituted the Chris- 
tian ministry, yes, charged His church 
to carry the Word of Life into all the 
world (2 Peter 1:19; Acts 20:28; Matt. 
28:19, 20). No sinner has the right to 
feel unwanted by Him (Is. 1:18; 1 John 


But this great God of Love does not, 
as you state, “embrace” many faiths. 
Salvation is only by acceptance of the 
one true God (John 17:3) and by 
faith in Christ (Acts 4:12). Jesus asks 
us to continue in His Word (John 8: 
31, 32), to avoid false doctrines (Matt. 
16:6; Rom. 16:17), and to depart from 
all iniquity. (2 Tim. 2:19-21; Titus 
212) 

Lastly, my God is big enough so that 
we creatures of dust cannot reconstruct 
and reshape Him to suit our whims and 
fancies. He is big enough to bring us 
all before the judgment throne on the 
Last Day, to give to each according to 
his works (Matt. 16:27; 2 Cor. 5:10; 
1 Peter 1:17). It is the part of wisdom 
to study God as He has revealed Him- 
self in the Bible, and to be guided by 
His Word. Teachings which conflict 
with the Bible do not have the right 
of existence in God’s church. 
gated to give its business to 

members in preference to 
nonmembers, even when dealings 
with the latter are most satisfactory? 


Question: Is a church obli- 


Answer: Christians in want and need 
have first claim on the love of their 
fellow Christians. That is true in the 
home (1 Tim. 5:8) and in the congre- 
gation (Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:10), as ex- 
emplified by the church at Jerusalem 
(Acts 4:32-37) and by the Macedoni- 
ans (2 Cor. 8:1-5). Yet nonmembers, 
even enemies, should not be excluded 
from Christian love. (Is. 58:7; Matt. 
5:42, 44; Gal. 6:10) 


Concerning business affairs, a church 
will naturally deal with its members if 
it does not suffer loss or inconvenience 
thereby. Of course, no one should join 
a church for reasons of business ad- 


1:7). Even those who err.in certain 
doctrines or practices, but stand firm 
on Christ, the Rock of our Salvation, : 
will be saved, though their false works the right to trade where they please. 
will perish. (1 Cor. 3:15) O. E. SOHN 
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the end of time. During this period the 
preaching of the Gospel has liberated 
uncounted numbers of people from the 
power of darkness and translated them 
into God’s kingdom (Col. 1:13). Thus 


vantage. All things being equal, how- 
ever, Christians and congregations have 
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LLL Launches 
“Tell Three” 
Tract Mission 


A far-reaching program to secure 
306,000 additional witnesses for the 
Savior in the 30 days preceding Lent 
has been launched by the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League. 


Called the “Teli Three” tract mis- 
sion, the program includes the mailing 
of three different tracts to the. 102,000 
members of the LLL with instructions 
for using the pamphlets. 

Written by Dr. Herman W. Gockel, 
religious director of “This Is the Life,” 
the tracts make an appeal to the un- 
churched, the backslider, and the Chris- 
tian with a burden. 


The tracts are entitled: “Which Was 
Your Biggest Mistake?” “Beware of 
That Slow Leak,” and “This Is Your 
Father’s World.” Advance copies of 
the tracts were mailed to all pastors 
of Synod. 


Every member of the LLL is urged 
to choose three acquaintances to whom 
the tracts apply; pray for the persons 
selected; engage each person in con- 
versation at an appropriate time; re- 
peat a specified phrase of Christian 
witness; and follow through with a per- 
sonal invitation. 

The LLL has arranged with the 
American Lutheran Publicity Bureau 
for additional copies of the tracts at 
a nominal cost. An envelope for or- 
dering extra copies was a part of the 
original mailing. 


Valparaiso Scholarship 
Applications Set Record 


A record 507 young people have 
applied for the annual LLL-Valparaiso 
University scholarship examinations, 
a survey at the January 4 deadline 
indicated, 


Each year the league offers Synod’s 
youth four full-tuition scholarships to 
the Lutheran university. In addition, 
17 LLL districts give scholarships in 
varying amounts. All winners are de- 
termined by the examinations scheduled 
for February 15 in various parts of the 
United States. 

Of the 507 total, 371 live east of 
the Mississippi, and 136 live west. 
There are 228 applications from boys 
and 279 from girls. 

The Northern Indiana District leads 
with 46 applicants, while Northern Illi- 
nois has 44, and North Central Minne- 
sota, 32. E. F. K. 


LWML Makes 
Survey of 
Women’s Work 


To help chart the program of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 
a survey committee has been studying 
activities of women’s groups within 
Synod. 

Appointed by the league’s Executive 
Board, the committee presented find- 
ings of its pilot surveys in a progress 
report to the Minneapolis convention 
of the LWML. At the international 
meeting in 1959, league members will 
hear the final report. 

Answers to new questionnaires, which 
the committee will send to Synod’s 
pastors, are expected to help complete 
the study. Its results, the Executive 
Board believes, will benefit all women’s 
groups in Synod. 

Members of the survey committee 
are: Mrs. Karl Kriesel, Silver Creek, 
N. Y. (Eastern); Mrs. Albert Pollex, 
Toronto, Canada (Ontario); Mrs. 


Frank Schenk, Summerdale, Ala. (Gulf 
States); Mrs. Harold Rammler, Mon- 
roe, Mich. (Michigan); and Mrs. Frank 
Lewis, Bozeman, Mont. (Montana). 


LLL’S FOURTH WORKSHOP FOR § 


ENIOR CITIZENS, Grace Church, 


St. Petersburg, Fla., Nov. 30, attracted church and civic leaders from the state. 
Edgar Fritz represented the League, while Miss Ruth Brauer represented Synod's 


Social Welfare Department. 
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Christian Growth Chairman Named 


Mrs. Earl C. Muck of Portland, 
Oreg., has been named chairman of 
the league’s Christian Growth Com- 
mittee for 1958. She succeeds Mrs. 
Harold J. Brandt of Lafayette, Calif. 


Also serving on this committee are 
Mrs. Bernard Klemm, Hillside, TIIl.; 
Mrs. F. J. Schuermann, St. Louis; and 
Mrs. C. T. Burkart, Hanceville, Ala. 


Recently appointed director of pub- 
lic relations for the Oregon District, 
Mrs. Muck is the first woman in Synod 
to hold such a position. She will at- 
tend the Synod-sponsored leaders’ con- 
ference in the Northwest this spring. 


LWML Mites Go to India Seminary 


The mite-box mission project of the — 
Northern Illinois District LWML, com- 
pleted during 1957, yielded $15,000 
for the expansion of Concordia Sem- 
inary, Nagercoil, South India. 

This fund will enable the seminary to 
erect two buildings with additional 
rooms for classes, music and audio- 
visual aid activities, and storage. Cor- 
ridors will connect the buildings. 

The existing compound includes a 
chapel, a library, and a lecture hall. 
The new buildings will facilitate plans 
to add courses for lay leaders and for 
women teachers in the church schools. 


Day of Prayer 


The first Tuesday in Lent, Febru- 
ary 25, has been designated as a day 
of prayer for LWML societies. Units 
eager to conduct a special prayer serv- 
ice will secure the approval of their 
pastor and their congregation. 

“Fervent in Prayer for Missions,” 
a service prepared by the league’s edi- 
torial staff, is available through the 
central LWML office. 


“A Mighty Host” 


The early history of the LWML; 
a record of its international mite-box 
projects; and a summary of achieve- 
ments through the league’s program of 
missionary education, inspiration, and 
service are portrayed in “A Mighty 
Host,” filmstrip being prepared by the 
organization. 

Produced in color, with sound re- 
cording and musical background, the 
film will be distributed to LWML so- 
cieties through their districts. Each 
will purchase a copy. 

Material for the production was as- 
sembled under the supervision of Mrs. 
George Theiss, Pasadena, Calif.; Mrs. 
William Borcherding, New Orleans; 
and Mrs. Harold Brandt, Lafayette, 
Calif. M. W. 
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A Foretaste of Bliss and Glory 


As the outlines of the cross became 
Clearer to Jesus and the tension of 
the impending crisis mounted, a brief 
interval brought the Son of God divine 
refreshment and assurance. 

It happened on a mountain near 
Caesarea Philippi, where the Lord had 
taken Peter, James, and John for 
a night of quiet prayer. While the Mas- 

_ter prayed, the disciples yielded to 
drowsiness and soon fell asleep. 

Suddenly a supernatural brightness 
awakened them. It was the Master 
Himself, the startled men quickly 


_ discovered, who radiated this blind- 


ing light. 

A marvelous change had come over 
Him. His face was shining as the sun, 
and His garments were translucent with 
the whiteness of pure light. “His 
raiment became shining,” St. Mark re- 
ports in chapter 9:3, “exceeding white 
as snow, so as no fuller on earth can 
white them.” 

The splendor of Jesus was further 
enhanced by the visitors who appeared 
with Him: Moses and Elijah of the Old 
‘Testament era represented the Law and 
the prophets. 

The presence of Moses and Elijah 


assured Christ that His death on the 
cross was the God-appointed way to 
save mankind from eternal ruin. 

A conversation, as sublime as the 
occasion was glorious, carried to the 
ears of the disciples. St. Luke reports 
that the “decease” (departure) which 
Jesus should accomplish at Jerusalem 
was discussed on the mount. 

There is no nobler theme than the 
boundless love of Jesus, which moved 
Him to die for a lost and condemned 
world, to reconcile all mankind to God. 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power and riches and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 

The night, already bright with the 
light of the glory of Jesus and His 
guests, grew still brighter when a cloud 
symbolizing the presence of the 
heavenly Father overshadowed them. 
Out of the enveloping brightness came 
the Father’s voice: “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 
ye Him.” Divine confirmation to the 
teachings and works of Jesus. 

Overwhelmed by the celestial bril- 
liance, the disciples hid their faces. The 
experience numbed their speech. 


But the transfiguration came to a 
quick end. When the Son of God, 
touching Peter, James, and John, sum- 
moned them to put aside their fears 
and to arise, they discovered that they 
were alone with their Master. 

Jesus would not forget the divine 
glory of the transfiguration. It assured 
Him of the Father’s full approval, 
pledging victory over the powers of 
darkness in the deadly combat which lay 
ahead. A foreglimpse of the exalta- 
tion soon to follow His death and burial, 
the transfiguration strengthened the 
Savior to endure the cross. 

For the three disciples who witnessed 
the transfiguration, the vision of their 
glorified Master undergirded their faith. 
The suffering and hardship which later 
confronted them in their witnessing to 
the world was scarcely worthy of men- 
tion in comparison with the glory they 
beheld on the holy mount, the glory 
which beckoned them too. 

For all people who have been 
brought to faith in the Lord Jesus, the 
transfiguration offers a foretaste of 
bliss and glory. 

WILLIAM A. LAUTERBACH 

Mayville, Wis. 


Medical Missionary in Labrador 


Labrador, the northeastern tip of 
North America, is a forbidding country. 
An expanse of eternal ice and snow, 
Labrador is inhabited by Eskimos who 
hunt seal and walrus, Indians who 
roam the interior in search of furs, 
and several thousand English who fish 
for cod, salmon, herring, and trout. 

For centuries people of Labrador 
were without medical care. If a man 
became ill, he either cured himself or 
—more frequently —he died. 

A gifted young British surgeon, how- 
ever, was to bring health and the bless- 
ings of the Gospel to the peninsula. 
In 1889 Dr. Wilfred Thomason Gren- 
fell joined the Royal National Mission 
for Deep Sea Fishermen. Touched by 


the plight of his countrymen on the 


remote windswept shores of Labrador, 
he equipped a hospital ship — largely 
at his own expense — and in 1892 be- 
gan his career as a medical missionary 
when he was 27 years old. 

Thousands of patients were brought 
aboard his ship as it cruised back and 
forth along a 4,000-mile shore of rocks 
and hidden reefs. 

If a call for help came from the in- 
terior, Grenfell went ashore in a row- 
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boat and made his way overland by 
dogsled. 

Sometimes he found an Eskimo with 
only a stump of an arm, shattered by 
a gun explosion and bandaged with 
filthy rags. Sometimes the patients 
were a father or a mother suffering 
from typhoid; a child stricken with 
diphtheria, wearing a charm —a split 
herring — around her throat; a woods- 
man injured by a sharp ax; or an Indian 
with an infected finger. 

In many a sod hut Dr. Grenfell 
found entire families dying of con- 
sumption, and they had neither food 
nor medicine. His sled always carried 
instruments, drugs, dressings, and food. 

When nightfall halted his travel, he 
often burrowed into the snow, curled 
up among his faithful dogs, and slept. 
To speed the friendly physician on his 
errands of mercy, settlers frequently 
broke a path through the deep untrod- 
den drifts to help him move his cargo 
over the rough places. 

Dr. Grenfell did more than dedicate 
his medical and surgical skills to the 
Savior; he ministered to the spiritual 
needs of the Labradorians. His services 
were generally conducted in_ stores, 
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where the worshipers sat on boxes, 
sacks of flour, or coils of rope. 

The congregation joined in hymns 
and prayers of the church, then heard 
the message of salvation. Though Dr. 
Grenfell was educated at Oxford Uni- 
versity, he communicated the Gospel 
of Christ in homely phrases suited to 
the understanding of his listeners. 

During the short summers the natives 
listened to his sermons in a grander 
temple, on the cliffs above the sea. 
Labradorians traveled 20 miles to at- 
tend the missionary’s outdoor services. 

As Grenfell’s ministry became 
known throughout the world, he re- 
ceived substantial gifts. These enabled 
him to serve the forgotten people of 
the North by building hospitals, nursing 
stations, schools, and orphanages. 
Later he built libraries, stores, and 
meeting halls and helped organize in- 
dustries. 

The English government knighted 
him for his work. He died in 1940. 

After 40 years of selfless service the 
mission of Sir Grenfell came to a halt. 
He had brought divine, saving health to 
one more corner of the world. 


St. Louis JOHN M. RUNGE 
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A mother in Texas expresses concern 
about finding Christian mates for her 
daughters. She wonders how the church 
can help in this respect. 

Her question is echoed by other 


parents: “Our problem is not so much 
with early marriage, but with young 
people in their late 20’s who have not 
found a desirable marriage partner.” 

Parents have always shown concern 
for the successful marriage of their 
children. It was the responsibility of 
the Hebrew father to find suitable 
mates for his sons and daughters. 

In our Western culture the boy and 
the girl seek each other. This romantic 
pattern is of comparatively recent 
origin. Parent-managed marriages are 
still contracted in many societies. In 
India a marriage is generally arranged 
by the joint families. Most Oriental 
people probably follow a similar cus- 
tom. 

Not altogether ignored in_ those 
countries are free choice and the court- 
ship approach. Love flavored many an 
ancient courtship. 

Europe retains its marriage bureaus, 
but they are not popular in America. 
The marriage broker acts only in ex- 
ceptional cases. 

What then, if anything, can the par- 
ents do? 


They can help their children form 
Christian ideals regarding marriage and 
the family. 


By making their own marriage a suc- 
cess, parents implant healthy attitudes 
toward marriage. A climate of spiritual 
satisfaction and Christian security in 
the home favors the development of 
high ideals for marriage. 


Parents can give young people oppor- 
tunities to make wider acquaintances 
with other young folks of the same 
ideals, values, and objectives. 


Homes can be happy meeting places 
for young people. In former days they 
joined in hymn sings; recordings are 
now the vogue. Open house should be 
a regular occurrence for young people. 
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Marriage 
Opportunities 


A current magazine describes a brain- 
storming session on “how to get a hus- 
band” and suggests amusing ways to 
“bait a man.” 


Christian young people have many 
occasions to meet other Christians: 
youth meetings in the home church, 
zone rallies, conventions, sessions of 
intercongregational committees and cir- 
cuit Sunday school associations. 

To widen the possible choice of 
a husband or wife, young people need 
encouragement to meet many young 
men and women. This generation isn’t 
lax in dating! 


The problem is complicated when 
young people are older, especially since 
the trend is to early marriage. Men 
are also choosing women who are some- 
what younger. 


Many churches fail to provide classes 
and social groups for unmarried per- 
sons in their late 20’s and early 30’s. 
This is to be regretted. 

In a number of cities older Lutherans 
have dealt with this problem on an 
intercongregational basis. Fellowship 
clubs of young unmarried Lutheran 
adults in Los Angeles, Chicago, Saint 
Louis, Denver, Cleveland, and Detroit 
fill a need and should be encouraged. 

Unless congregations provide for the 
“older” young people, many may be 
isolated. As couples marry and join 
groups of married people, the unmar- 
ried are left more and more alone. 


Unmarried young people and their 
parents should discuss the opportunities 
for marriage and deliberately seek out 
desirable companions. Christian leaders 
and many marriage counselors believe 
that romance has been greatly over- 
emphasized and that a successful mar- 
riage must be based on solid values 
going beyond mere physical attraction. 

Christians find in their common faith, 
in the will of God for life, and in the 
high purpose of nurturing children and 
establishing a household the real ce- 
ment of a sound marriage. 


Oscar E. FEUCHT 
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Can You Be Sure? 


“How CAN YOU BE SURE of your sal- 
vation?” 

This matter often troubles Christians. 
Perhaps the following considerations 
will aid us in establishing the certainty 
of our salvation: 

1. God wants us to be sure of our 
salvation. Any doctrine which makes 
it impossible for a sincere Christian to 
be certain of his salvation is wrong. 

2. Keeping us in the faith is God's 
work, not ours. We are “kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salva- 
tion; (1 Peters1:5), 

It’s like a boy being lowered from a 
burning building. He is holding on to 
the rope tied around him. But he is 
not really holding the rope; the rope 
is holding him. 

Similarly we don’t hold God, but 
God holds us. God is “able to keep 
you from falling and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 

3. Be careful with God’s promises. 
Jesus promised, for example, that His 
sheep will have eternal life and that “no 
man is able to pluck them out of My 
Father’s hand” (John 10:29). 

But here is a man who says this is 
not a “full promise” because it is con- 
ditioned by: “My sheep hear My voice 

. and they follow Me.” This man 
is twisting the words of Christ to mean 
that saving faith is a work of the Law, 
through which we earn God’s favor. 

“Evangelical promises, too, frequently 
have the grammatical form of condi- 
tional statements,” writes Dr. Francis 
Pieper in Christian Dogmatics, Ul, 230. 
“Rom. 10:9: ‘If thou . . . shalt believe 
in thine heart . . . thou shalt be saved.’ 

. ‘Believing’ does not denote a prod- 
uct or work of man, but merely the 
mode and manner of appropriation 
(modus applicationis). 

“The sense of the sentence ‘If you 
believe, you will be saved’ is not: ‘If 
you furnish the faith, you will be saved,’ 
but rather: by way of faith, without 
any goodness or accomplishment of 
your own, you will be saved.” 

Actually, the Gospel itself, without 
any assistance from us, kindles the faith 
it demands. This faith, as Luther says, 
is a product of the Gospel promise. 

4. Believe that God will see us 
through to the end. Why worry about 
the possibility of losing our faith? Trust 
in the Lord, “who shall stablish you 
and keep you from evil” (2 Thess. 3:3). 
Be confident that “He which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
1:6). Cash His check of joy and as- 
surance of salvation. 
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5. The doctrine of predestination 
gives us further assurance of salvation. 
Let us remember this about the doc- 
trine of predestination (the believers 
are chosen from eternity by God to be 
saved): In the Bible; predestination is 
lalways employed as a comfort, never 
as a Warning or a threat. Besides, God 
“will have all men to be saved” (1 Tim. 
2:4). 


6. God promises the full security of 
the Gospel. Do you think that He “who 
spared not His own Son but delivered 
Him up for us all” will let us be half- 
sure of our salvation? Shall He not 
with His Son also freely give us all the 
certainty, all the joy of the redemption 
for which Jesus endured the cross? 


Believe in the Savior, and nothing — 
absolutely nothing — “shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 


MarTIN P. SIMON 


Reds Sentence German 
Lutheran Pastor 


After seven months in prison pending 
inquiries, Dr. Siegfried Schmutzler, stu- 
dent chaplain at Leipzig, Germany, has 
been sentenced to five years at hard 
labor by the Leipzig Court of Justice. 


The East German Communist court 
convicted the young Lutheran pastor 
for “inciting to boycott” and for “crim- 
inal offenses under Article 6 of the 
Constitution.” He was specifically ac- 
cused of having been in close contact 
with “reactionary church circles in 
Western Germany which instructed him 
‘to spread propaganda for the policy of 
NATO and to form illegal organizations 
for that purpose.” 


Dr. Schmutzler had been arrested 
last April after speaking in a suburban 
factory, where he protested against 
work on Sunday during church services. 


“The statements made by Pastor 
-Schmutzler were simply interpretations 
of the Third Commandment and of 

other basic Christian convictions,” said 

Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover in the 
West Zone. “A state which takes such 
drastic measures against Christian state- 
ments of this kind has admitted that 
‘it intends to persecute the church 
mercilessly.” 

Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin also 
protested the verdict. “I am deeply 
troubled, and I cannot believe that this 
is to be the final verdict on a man of 
such fine character as Pastor Schmutz- 
ler,” the bishop declared. 


The Communist press printed a rash 
‘of editorial warnings to church lead- 
ers in East Germany. East Berlin’s 
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Neue Zeit described the sentence of 
Dr. Schmutzler as “a serious challenge 
to the Evangelical church leaders in the 
German Democratic Republic concern- 
ing their attitude to our state and its 
legality.” 

Students of Goettingen University 


protested against the sentence by a 
silent procession. 


The Bulletin of the Federal Govern- 
ment of Western Germany, condemning 
the “growing church struggle” in East 
Germany, stated that Article 41 of the 
DDR Constitution recognizes the right 
of religious associations to express their 
opinion concerning questions vital to 
the nation. The sentence against Pastor 
Schmutzler is a complete breach of the 
constitution, the Bulletin declared. 


Books 


Shadow of the Rock. By Gina Norgaard. 
Muhlenberg Press. 275 pages. $3.75. 


A readable story about immigrants who 
left a comfortable life in Denmark to 
homestead in the Dakotas. Vivid account 
of hardships endured by pioneers strug- 
gling through harsh winters. Interwoven 
in the narrative is a gentle love story. 
Available through Concordia Book Club. 


Growing Up to Love. By H. Clair Am- 
stutz. Herald Press. 103 pages. $2.50. 


Treats problems parents face when 
guiding children and adolescents. Puts sex 
education in the context of love in the 
family. 


How to Be a Preacher's Wife and Like It. 
By Lora Lee Parrott. Zondervan. 120 
pages. $2.00. 


Every girl who is considering marrying 
a preacher and every girl who has married 
a preacher will both enjoy and find val- 
uable the reading of this book. 


The Rising Tide. By Bernarder-Friberg. 
Augustana Book Concern. 70 pages. 
$1.00. 


Spread by ordinary believers, Islam 
threatens to engulf the young churches 
south of the Sahara. This book does a 
good job of pointing out the danger. 


Teen-ager, Christ Is for You. By Walter 
Riess. Concordia Publishing House. 
83 pages. $1.00. 


The author addresses himself to teen- 
agers, pointing out the necessity of view- 
ing all of life in relationship to Jesus 
Christ. With Him, going through life will 
be a joy. 

The book contains friendly counsel on 
leading a life filled with purpose; answers 
questions that sometimes raise doubts for 
teenagers; warns against harmful habits 
and careless attitudes in sex matters; and 
shows that romantic love affairs can be 
carried on in a God-pleasing way, that 
Christian teenagers can have a_ better time 
than anyone else because their lives are 
arranged around Jesus. 

The author’s breezy style and fine sense 
of humor appeal to teenagers. This fas- 
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cinating book will help to develop them 
into mature Christians, who will enjoy ac- 
tive, personal participation in God’s plan 
for home and church —a rich, satisfying 
experience. 


Deaths 


Cart J. Hesse, July i, 1885, Crane 
Creek, Iowa, to Dec. 31, 1957, Pomona, 
Calif.; son of William and Christine Mat- 
thias Hesse; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1909; parishes: Gleason, Wis.; Belle Plaine, 
Wis.; Sac City, Auburn, and Knoke, Iowa; 
Clinton, Iowa; Eldora, Iowa; Grand 
Mound, Iowa; and Encinitas, Calif. In the 
Iowa District East he served as Visitor, 
First and Second Vice-President, and Pres- 
ident (1938—49). Survivors: Alma Pom- 
ranke Hesse; son Rev. Armin; daughters 
Cordula Guenther, Verona Zappe, and 
Eldora. Funeral: Jan. 4, Pomona; inter- 
ment, Rose Hills Cemetery, Whittier, Calif. 


Huco J. HEYNE, Feb. 2, 1890, Lake 
Creek, Mo., to Dec. 12, 1957, Hinsdale, 
Ill.; son of Rev. William and Hedwig 
Schaller Heyne; graduated Addison Teach- 
ers College, 1910; schools: Chicago, IIl.; 
Denver, Colo.; Bremen, Kans.; Hinsdale, 
Ill., 1924 until the time of his death. Sur- 
vivors: Emma Mayer Heyne; son Milton; 
daughters Verona Schmidtke and Eleanore 
Borkenhagen. Funeral: Dec. 14, Hinsdale; 
interment, Zion Cemetery. 


AucustT C. C. MEYER, Sept. 24, 1875, 
White Oak, Tex., to Dec. 18, 1957, Mor- 
ton Grove, Ill.; son of Rev. August and 
Marie Kuehn Meyer; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1900; parishes: Colorado Springs 
and Brighton, Colo.; Coal City, Ill.; Sum- 
mit, Ill.; Wheatland Township, Ill.; and 
Elizabeth, Ill., 1921—42. Survivors: Olga 
Geske Meyer; daughters Esther Dierks, 
Camilla Cook, Gertrude Riechmann, and 
Teckla Lindemann. Funeral: Dec. 20, 
Morton Grove, Ill.; interment, St. Paul’s 
Cemetery, Skokie, Ill. 


FRED WAMBSGANSS, May 17, 1881, Han- 
cock, Mich., to Nov. 24, 1957, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; son of Rev. Philip and Car- 
olina Schellmann Wambsganss; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1905; parishes: New 
Orleans, La.; Fort Wayne, Ind., 1911 to 
1953, when he retired. Survivors: Mary 
Rodenbeck Wambsganss; son Fred, Jr.; 
daughters Elfrieda Baals, Winifred Fritz, 
Eunice Smith, and Hildegard Nelson. Fu- 
neral: Nov. 27, Fort Wayne. 


THEODORE H. WIETING, Oct. 16, 1911, 
Delmont, S. Dak., to Dec. 25, 1957, Min- 
den, Nebr.; son of Rev. Christian and 
Dina Duensing Wieting; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1936; parishes: Midland, 
S. Dak.; Dallas, S. Dak.; Altona, Nebr.; 
Osmond, Nebr.; and Minden, Nebr. Sur- 
vivors: Ruth Parsons Wieting; sons Theo- 
dore and Robert; daughters Ruth Arnold, 
Judith, and Susan. Funeral: Dec. 28, Min- 
den; interment, Minden Cemetery. 


Death Notices 


Rev. G. M. Kramer of New Orleans, 
La., died suddenly, January 7. 


Rev. Walter A. Raedeke, pastor of Holy 
Cross Church, Collinsville, Ill., and Presi- 
dent of the Southern [Illinois District, died 
January 10. 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Heintz, Norman H., Luther-Tyndale Memorial, 
London, England, by E. Geo. Pearce, 
Dec. 15. f 

Wobrock, Robert, Prince of Peace, Anaheim, 
Calif., by Martin Wiersig, Dec. 8 


Installed: FASTORS 


Beversdorf, Frederick M., Trinity, Hanceville, 
Ala., by Carl R. Kretzschmar, Dec. 1. 

Biel, Walter F., Good Shepherd, Pendleton, 
Oreg., by R. A. Langbecker, Dec. 15. 

Boehnke, Arnold F., assoc., Trinity, Great 
Falls, Mont., by Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, 
Dec. 15. é ; 

Crosmer, Arthur J., Bethlehem, Rapid City, 
S. Dak., by R. W. Uecker, Dec. 8. 

Dunker, E. J., Our Savior, Fair Lawn, N. J., 
by Paul Boester, Dec. 15. 

Gode, Albert W., St.Paul, Lusk, Wyo., by 
A. G. Johnson, Dec. 15. 

Haag, Walter A., Zion, Little Falls, Minn., by 
Herbert Kothe, Dec. 15. 

Hall, Hillis F., Immanuel, Rockwell City, 
Iowa, by W. C. H. Schaefer, Dec. 15. 

Hallerberg, Herbert W., Trinity, Danville, IIl., 
by Walther A. Eissfeldt, Dec. 1. 

Hilgendorf, Hilbert P., Good Shepherd, She- 
boygan, Wis., by Carl W. Ladewig, Dec. 8. 

Jordening, Victor, Trinity, Lexington, Nebr., 
by Joseph Gerken, Dec. 15. 

Koepke, LeRoy R., Good Shepherd, Elgin, IIl., 
by E. H. Happel, Dec. 8. 

Krieger, Eugene L., assoc., Trinity, Traverse 
ae Mich., by Pres. W. Harry Krieger, 

ec. 8 


Last, Carl N., Good Shepherd, Seattle, Wash., 
by H. G. Johnson, Nov. 10. 

Macholz, Stanley G., Bethlehem, Bristol, 
Conn., by Emil W. Sonstroem, Dec. 8. 

Roever, Kenneth H., Grace, Breckenridge, 
Minn., by Im. W. Bade, Dec. 8. 

Schedler, Donald, Calvary, Council Grove, and 
Grace, Strong City, Kans., by Louis W. 
Witte, Dec. 8. 

Schuelke, Enno, St. Peter, Hampton, Nebr., by 
Earl Finnigsmier, Dec. 1. 

Stahnke, Herbert H., as institutional chaplain, 
at St. John, Clarinda, Iowa, by Pres. G 6 
Lobeck, Dec. 15. 


Streufert, Edgar H., St. Matthew, Columbia 
Belek Minn., by Alfred R. Streufert, 
ec. 8. 


Wenger, Gilbert K., St. Paul, Alta Vista, Kans., 
by Pres. W. H. Meyer, Nov. 24. 


TEACHERS 


Beckendorf, Cand. Leon, Redeemer, Glendale, 

-L.I., N. Y., by Frank G. Reiter, Jr., Sept. 8. 

Muehl, Cand. Paul, Pilgrim, Lakewood, Ohio, 
by K. H. Ehlers, Sept. 8. 

Schulz, Delbert, Lutheran High School, Ra- 
cine, Wis., by M. W. Albrecht, Dec. 8. 


Official Notice 


Rev. Emmett C. Rogness (Witness, 1957, 
p. 286), having met all requirements for a 
colloquy, is herewith declared eligible for 
a call.— THE ComMITTEE ON COLLOQUIES, HER- 
MAN A. Harms, Chairman. 


Election Results 


The Board of Electors of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., on Dec. 3, 1957, 
elected Waldemar W. Affeldt of Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., to an associate professorship in edu- 
cation. — Erwin L. Paut, Secretary, Board of 
Control. 


The Board of Electors of Concordia College, 
Portland, Oreg., on Jan. 7, 1958, elected Rev. 
Wilbert J. Fields of Ames, Iowa, to the 
presidency, and Asst. Prof. Donald W. Lorenz 
to an associate professorship in science and 
mathematics. — ArTHUR SCHOENNAUER, Secre- 
tary, Board of Electors. 


River Forest Summer School 


The 27th session of Concordia Teachers 
College’s Summer School will be held on 
the following dates: 


Workshop and Seminar, June 16 to June 28 
Five-Week Session — June 30 to August 1 


Inquiries, requests for catalog, ete., should 
be addressed to Director of Summer Session, 
Dr. W. O. Kraeft, Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest, Il. 

Congregations and their workers are urged 
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to avail themselves of the extensive under- 
graduate offerings as well as the developing 
services of the Graduate Division of the Col- 
lege. — Martin L. KOEHNEKE, President. 


Notices 


Annual meeting of National Lutheran Band 
and Orchestra Guild, Valparaiso U., Valpara- 
iso, Ind., Jan 31 and Feb. 1. Anyone inter- 
ested in attending, write: Norman Hanewald, 
Valparaiso U., Valparaiso, Ind. — ALFRED H. 
Gras, Vice-Chairman. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans residing in 
or moving to Four Corners area of Colorado, 
Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona, or towns of 
Moab, Monticello, Blanding, Bluff, and Mexi- 
can Hat, Utah; Dove Creek, Dolores, Cortez, 
and Slickrock, Colo., notify the missionary 
at large for Colorado District: Rev. DaLe 
Scuuttz, 107 S. Washington, Cortez, Colo. 


Available 


For freight charges: 10 eight-ft. pews, altar 
with paraments, lectern, pair of candleholders, 
one Communion tray with glasses, one paten. 
— Sr. Paut’s LuTHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. Alvin 
V. Kollmann, 1104 E. Poplar St., West Frank- 
fort, Ill. 


For transportation from Immanuel Lu- 
theran Church, Guthrie, Iowa: white-with- 
gold-trim altar, pulpit, baptismal font, lectern, 
30-inch statue of Christ.—JoHn C. Hatn, 
Studio Hotel. Phone: 277, Guthrie Center, 
Iowa. 


Wanted 


Linen for altar, Immanuel Lutheran Mis- 
sion of the Upper Keys. Will pay for ship- 
ping. Mrs. T. D. Watson, Secretary, Box 474, 
Islamorada, Fla. 


Changes of Address 
Pastors: 

Bush, Julius, 212 Bellingrath Dr., S. W., 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Crosmer, Arthur J., 1634 Rushmore St., 
Rapid City, S. Dak. 

Degner, Hugo W., em., 144314 Lincoln Way, 
Auburn, Calif. 

Gerhardt, Arthur H., 4 Witte Rd., West- 
mere, Albany 3, N. Y. 

Heintz, Norman H., 36 Leaside Ave., Lon- 
don N. 10, England 

Hilgendorf, Hilbert P., 1603 S. 20th St., 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

Bac Kyle H., 542 S. Mission, Okmulgee, 
Okla. 

Knippenberg, John, Odell, Nebr. 

Kuegele, Fred R., White, S. Dak. 

Kupke, George J., Rushmore, Minn. 

Lasky, Dale G., 3680 Whitney Ave., Ham- 
den, Conn. 

Linnemeier, Otto H., em., Mount Ida, Ark. 

Loose, Fred W., em. Office: 320 Foster Park 
Rd., W., Lorain, Ohio. Res: 855 Cleve- 
land Ave., Amherst, Ohio 

McMiller, Robert J., R. 4, Sterling, Ill. 

Muhl, Herbert, S. Burke, Versailles, Mo. 

Nagel, Norman E., 74 Thornton Rd., Girton, 
Cambridge, England 

Pruefer, Helmut, 175 Eighth Ave., Kit- 
chener, Ont., Can. 

Simcak, Andrew, Jr., 623 E. Cedar St., 
Seguin, Tex. 

Strickert, Paul G., 301 N. E. 8th, Grand 
Prairie, Tex. 

Wehrspann, Leo E., 17800 W. Burleigh Rd., 
Brookfield, Wis. 

Teachers: 

Lemke, Berwyn F., 23026 Oakwood, East 
Detroit, Mich. 

Reinke, Prof. Ralph L., 1136 Harlem, River 
Forest, Il. 

Sommerfeld, Arthur J., 17141 Whitcomb, 
Detroit 35, Mich. 

Stegemann, Delbert V., Buckley, Ill. 


Wukasch, R. Theo., 6816 Southeastern Ave., 
Indianapolis 19, Ind. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHERaN Wirness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WurtTNEsS 
pe 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 

» Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


“Into Thick Teen-Age Skulls” 


The following came with a Christmas 
greeting: 


Dear Pastor: 

As a boy taking instructions from you 
I couldn’t figure out why you insisted that 
we learn so many Bible verses. 

Now, thanks be to God for allowing me 
to serve Him as an elder! When I visit 
delinquent members, the verses learned as 
a boy enable me to quote our Lord and 
Savior directly. The result is that not a 
few of the former and lax members whom 
I visited are now real workers in Christ’s 
kingdom. 

During times of personal tribulations 
the knowledge of Jesus’ cross-earned for- 
giveness, which you drove into our thick 


teen-age skulls, has lifted the darkness and ~ 


allowed the sunlight of God’s love to re- 
affirm a sinner’s faith. 

I can’t thank you enough, pastor, for 
your firm patience in insisting that we lay 
up a vast treasury of God’s Word. Though 
we may lose all else, these passages re- 
main with us until we are called home. 

Thank you, pastor, thank you! 


A member of your class of 1933 


Michigan 


“Grocer and the Bishop” 


I appreciate the article “Barber and the 
Bishop” in the Dec. 31 WitTNEss. This 
article suggests, I believe, a fresh hint and 
a practical wisdom for the evangelistic 
work by both pastors and lay workers. 

How to apply the perennial truth of 
God to the day-to-day situations of our 
time and to interpret or to explain it in 
down-to-earth terms to the ordinary men 
of our immediate surroundings are not 
easy tasks. As your editorial (in the same 
issue) states, the “know-how” of witness- 
ing is indeed difficult. 

Will future WiTNEss issues bring “Gro- 
cer and the Bishop”? 


St. Paul, Minn. (REv.) WoN YonG Ji 


The “How” Good, the “What”? Weak 


“The Barber and the Bishop” disturbed 
me considerably, particularly also because 
the related comment on “The Know-how” 
did nothing to point out and correct the 
wrong impression the story gives. Doesn’t 
it give the impression that we are justified 
by doing our best through the power of 
the indwelling Christ? 

I presented the matter for discussion at 
our circuit meeting this week, and one of 
the other brethren remarked, “I wouldn’t 
gain many new members if I didn’t give 
a better testimony than that bishop did!” 
All the brethren said the article did not 
ring true, and they suggested I write the 
WITNESS about it. 

It is an excellent illustration of how we 
should testify when the Opportunity pre- 
sents itself, but some warning should have 
been given that the story does not ex- 
emplify what that testimony should be. 


(REv.) C. J. ScHLEIC 
Milbank; §. Dak.) ee 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


e 


Proper Credit Line 


The “Do You Know the Answer?” bul- 
letin inserts of St. Paul’s Church, New 
Haven, Ind., (WrTNEss, December SHE 
1957, p. 16) are prepared by Teacher 
Ernst HL Brockmann... -Just plain fairness 
would ask that he be given the credit for 


this project. (REv.) HENRY MUELLER 
New Haven, Ind. 


Quick Results 


Even though the editors probably hope 
that people read the LUTHERAN WITNESS, 


MONTHLY REPORT 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1, 1957 —January 1, 1958 
Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


COMMUNICANT CONTRIBUTED 
MEMBERS TO DATE 


Alberta and British Columbia 1227359 V44582-24 


here is a bit of additional evidence. 


_ As a result of the two-page spread on 
medical missions in the WiTNEss of De- 
cember 3, 1957, in less than a week we 
received inquiries from four people re- 
garding the possibility of future service as 
doctors and nurses. 


(ReEv.) Justus P. KRETZMANN 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Helpful 


I was brought up in another faith. For 
many years I was very active in the church 
and attended at least six services a week. 
However, not until five years ago, when 
I first attended a Lutheran church and re- 
ceived instruction for membership, did 
I realize how utterly ignorant I was of 
the Bible. 


The LUTHERAN WITNESS teaches me the 
Bible, Lutheran customs, and everyday 
Christian living. Being married to a Ro- 
man Catholic and having Catholic friends, 
I find in the WITNEss the answers to turn 
aside their pleadings that I become a 
Roman Catholic. 


May God bless the LUTHERAN WITNESS, 
May it be as helpful to all readers as it is 
to me. 


New York, N. Y. D. H. 


_ihe Gift’ 


“The Gift” on page 16 of your Decem- 
ber 17 issue speaks from the depths of 
personal feeling and humility. What a pity 
the author is revealed merely as E. L. G:! 
I'm sure many other readers join me in 
saying that the poem’s beautiful thoughts 
deserve the full identification of their 
creator. 


St. Louis, Mo. Jim ZIEMS 


Stamps for Imperative Need 


In the December 31, 1957 WITNEss, 
page 19, was an article “LWML grants 
$85, 000 for Selma Dormitory.” 


Stamps for Missions has also extended 
aid in a small way to our Selma Academy. 
Money derived from the sale of stamps 
has been invested mostly in Synod’s 
Church Extension Fund and some in 
Church Building Bonds. The interest from 
these investments is allotted annually to 
worthwhile projects from a list furnished 
by Synod’s Mission Department. In De- 
cember 1957 we voted to give $500 to the 
Selma Academy, to be used to assist in the 
purchase of furniture and equipment. In 
1956 Stamps for Missions contributed $100 

each to our seminaries in India, Nigeria, 
and the Philippines, to be used by their 
libraries to purchase reference books. Our 
mission projects are selected on the basis 
‘of imperative need. 


RAYMOND E. HODGES 
_ President, Stamps for Missions 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

lowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


68,054 
26,030 
102,142 
38,617 
20,082 
37,624 
81,284 
8,548 
26,228 
41,387 
SF 
10,914 
118,936 
115,266 
6,396 
Key, (ess) 
57,388 
103,797 
32,551 
30,591 
10,752 
20,160 
LOS705 
86,058 
24,595 
14,094 
38,131 
25,245 
30,649 
42,858 
86,264 


454,538.67 
210,837.00 
894,486.14 
348,251.61 
129,025.11 
243,494.11 
Dd2,385.11 

51,828.68 
209,650.00 
355,957.00 
283,549.57 

46,606.39 
967,598.43 
766,223.94 

34,629.68 
125,440.82 
SSE 77) 
764,062.18 
195 167-35 
216,728.89 
100,132.03 
114,573.16 
117,659.87 
312,911.19 
195,201.88 

80,666.67 
160,920.60 
212,625.05 
248,735.60 
290,961.57 
670,632.82 


1,384,579 


$9,978,840.23 


Operating Requirements of Synod 


FOR PERIOD ENDING 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 


Operating Statement 


Required, Feb. 1 — Jan. 1 
Received, Feb. 1—Jan. 1 


Budget Deficit 


NEEDED 

$i 183,533833 
2,366,666.66 
3,550,000.00 
4,733,333.33 
5,916,666.66 
7,100,000.00 
PRIM ISIS 
9,466,666.66 
10,650,000.00 
11,833,333.33 
13,016,666.66 
14,200,000.00 


1956 
$11,825,000.00 
9,321,064.75 


RECEIVED 


$ 595,548.15 


1,326,427.32 
2,279,745.77 
3,367,714.58 
4,164,299.05 
5,067,285.54 
5,820,630.06 
6,578,256.58 
7,806,624.82 
9,005,306.78 


10,256,279.60 


1957 


$13,016,666.66 
10,256,279.60 


Dds 05,035 ¢2 000 02,1 00,580.06 
CHAS. E. GROERICH, ASSISTANT TREASURER 


Faith dedicates dollars for the world task of the church 


(47,) 


23 


ALL THE BIBLE BECOMES 
MORE UNDERSTANDABLE THROUGH THESE 


4 Popular Favorites 


Now available for the first time in attractive paperbound 
editions 


THE FLOOD By Alfred Rehwinkel 


Slightly revised. Contains the wording and all the fascinating 
pictures of the original $4.75 edition. 

Helps clear away many of the disturbing questions and prob- 
lems surrounding the world-changing flood of Noah’s time. 


372 pages. Paper. Only $1.95. Order No. 15W1818. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE 
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE By Christopher F. Drewes 


Enables the Bible reader to be at ease and at home in the 
Scriptures. Leads readers into the company of the holy 
writers, acquaints them with the background against which 
the sacred writers wrote, and makes clear the central message 
of each book of the inspired volume. 


236 pages. Paper. $1.50. Order No. 15W1819. 


DOES THE BIBLE CONTRADICT 
ITSELF? By William F. Arndt 


Dr. Arndt analyzes nearly 400 passages of Scripture containing 
alleged .contradictions and in each case shows there is no con- 
tradiction whatever. These pages furnish added proof for the 
Bible as God’s holy book. 


172 pages. Paper. $1.50. Order No. 15W1817. 


BIBLE DIFFICULTIES By Witliam F. Arndt 


In simple, clear language Dr. Arndt throws the light of Bible 
scholarship on many questions that at times have bothered even 
the believer: questions concerning Creation, the Flood, Jonah 
and the whale, and other Bible accounts which scoffers say 
make it impossible for an intelligent person to believe the 
Bible. Reading Dr. Arndt’s book will prove a faith-strengthen- 
ing experience. 


176 pages. Paper. $1.50. Order No. 15W1816. 


All four books lend themselves to absorbing private and group 
study. And the low prices make it so easy to place each book 
in the hands of a larger circle of Bible lovers. 


TO ORDER 


Order through your Church Office, Church Display, or write 
your name and address, and send this whole back page with 
your check or money order to: 


Concordia Publishing House 


ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 


